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	 THE IOWA STATE FAIR
The internationally-acclaimed Iowa State Fair is the single largest event in the state of Iowa and one of the oldest and 
largest agricultural and industrial expositions in the country. Annually attracting more than a million people from 
all over the world, the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines is Iowa’s great celebration, a salute to the state’s best in agriculture, 
industry, entertainment and achievement. It is the true heartbeat of the Midwest, unequaled and unduplicated.

The Iowa State Fair, the inspiration for the original novel State Fair by Iowan Phil Stong, three motion pictures 
and Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Broadway musical, is without a doubt the country’s most famous state fair.

National media frequently rank the Iowa State Fair as one of the top events in the country. In 2004, 
USA Weekend named the event the #2 choice for summer fun in America, topping New York 
City’s Times Square, Cedar Point Amusement Park Resort in Ohio and Disneyland in California.

Midwest Living magazine named the Iowa State Fair one of the “Top 30 Things Every Midwesterner Should 
Experience.” The Fair is also the only fair listed in The New York Times best-selling travel book, 1,000 Places To 
See Before You Die, and the subsequent travel book, 1,000 Places To See In The U.S.A. & Canada Before You Die.

Iowa’s Fair is also known as “America’s classic state fair” because the event features all of the traditional activities 
associated with state fairs in a park-like, 450-acre setting, which has been the Fair’s home since 1886. The grounds 
and the adjoining 160 acres of Campgrounds are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Most of 
the buildings pre-date World War I; many are priceless examples of American exposition-style architecture.

Throughout its history, the Iowa State Fair has been a unique institution, serving to educate, inform 
and entertain people from all walks of life. It is an outstanding agricultural showplace, boasting 
one of the world’s largest livestock shows. Also home to the largest art show in the state, the Iowa 
State Fair showcases visual and performing arts with a variety of special exhibits and activities.

Each year, hundreds of manufacturers and industrial representatives clamor to rent 
coveted exhibit space. In addition to its tremendous showcase of agriculture and industry, 
the Iowa State Fair is also an entertainment destination for Iowa and the Midwest.

Several ground stages feature more than $500,000 worth of spectacular entertainment free with gate admission. 
Internationally-acclaimed performers and dynamic track events thrill thousands of fans in the Grandstand.             
Nearly 600 exhibitors and concessionaires sell quality merchandise and tasty foods, with several being served 
on a stick. Hundreds of displays, exhibitions, demonstrations, unique attractions and all kinds of competition 
– for fun, for ribbons and for the pride of being chosen best – make Iowa’s Fair one of the biggest and greatest.
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	 SPONSORSHIP OF THE 2016 IOWA STATE FAIR
We believe that sponsorship of the 2016 Iowa State Fair is a partnership between your business, the Fair and the 
one million annual attendees. We are committed to a positive and memorable experience for all parties. When
considering a sponsorship opportunity with the Iowa State Fair, consider the experience you are wanting to create and 
the impressions that you are wanting to leave with Fairgoers. We will work with you to help you accomplish your goals.

While some sponsors seek on-site exhibit space to engage with the Fairgoers, other sponsors are 
solely seeking branding and logo impressions.  Whatever your goals, we can help you meet them.  

As a sponsor, you have the opportunity to directly interact with Fairgoers and bring your product to them. 
Whatever your need or objective is, we can help you sell, sample or  promote your product or service.

There are countless benefits available to sponsors of the 2016 Iowa State Fair including the use of the
official Iowa State Fair logo for your marketing and public relations needs, as well as ticket
packages and branding opportunities. The following information outlines several sponsorship levels 
which can be customized to meet your needs. Did you already have something in mind? If so, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. We are open to new and fun ideas that will benefit your business and our Fairgoers.

Fees paid through sponsorships directly support the general operating budget of the 2016 Iowa State Fair. These 
funds are different from those raised by the Blue Ribbon Foundation, the fundraising arm of the Fair, which 
supports ongoing renovations and capital improvements to the Iowa State Fairgrounds. Contributions made to 
the Blue Ribbon Foundation are charitable tax-deductions; Iowa State Fair sponsorships are not considered tax 
deductible. For more information about the Blue Ribbon Foundation, visit www.BlueRibbonFoundation.org.

I look forward to helping you plan a successful sponsorship that will fulfill your goals. When 
you are ready, please contact me at Gina@BlueRibbonFoundation.org or (515) 401-1676. 

Sincerely,

GINA ROONEY
Iowa State Fair Sponsorship Director
3000 E. Grand Avenue
Des Moines, IA  50317
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	 IOWA STATE FAIRGOERS
WHO THEY ARE...
Age: 48 years (mean), 31% are 30-39 years 
Gender: 51% Male, 49% Female
Income: $59,635 (mean)
Employed: 59% Full Time, 19% Retired
Spouse: 83% Married
At Home: 45% live in a two-person household
Kids: 39% of Fairgoers have one or more children

WHERE THEY LIVE...
53% Large metro/city suburbs
23% Small to medium city
24% Small town/rural area

HOW THEY EXPERIENCE THE FAIR...
$125.15: Average Expenditure
6.82: Average Hours Spent
100%: Enjoyment         
 *Data taken from 2005 Iowa State Fair survey
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	 FAIR ATTENDANCE
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	 GRAND CHAMPION SPONSOR
Your Investment:
Greater than $100,000

Grand Champion Sponsorships Available:
Iowa State Fair Midway

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a Grand Champion Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Year-round title listing on six permanent maps located throughout the Fairgrounds.
Logo included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 edition 		
of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Logo included in the Daily Pocket Guide: 15,000 – 25,000 copies distributed at the Fairground Gates during 		
the 11 day event. The Daily Pocket Guide is specific to each Fair day.
Logo included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the Des Moines 		
Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and advertisements. More 
than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of the Des Moines Sunday 
Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day event.
Logo included on the two electronic billboards located at University Avenue and East 30th Street and University 
Avenue and East 33rd Street when recognizing the Grand Champion Sponsors, February thru September 2016.
Logo included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State Fairgrounds 
during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Logo and web link included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
Exhibit Space if desired.
Right to distribute promotional items and give-a-ways to Fairgoers from exhibit space. 
275 Admission Tickets.
100 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
10 Iowa State Fairgrounds Parking Permits.
40 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.
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	 CHAMPION SPONSOR
Your Investment: 
$50,000-$100,000

Champion Sponsorships Available: 
Bob & Deb Pulver Outdoor Arena		  Sheep Barn 					   
Farm Bureau Pioneer Hall			   Swine Barn
Horse Barn	

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a Champion Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Year-round title listing on six permanent maps located throughout the Fairgrounds.
Logo included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 edition 		
of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Logo included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the Des Moines 		
Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and advertisements. More 
than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of the Des Moines Sunday 
Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day event.
Logo included on the two electronic billboards located at University Avenue and East 30th Street and University 
Avenue and East 33rd Street when recognizing the Champion Sponsors, February thru September 2016.
Logo included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State Fairgrounds 
during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Logo and web link included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
Exhibit Space if desired.
Right to distribute promotional items and give-a-ways to Fairgoers from exhibit space. 
200Admission Tickets.
75 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
8 Iowa State Fairgrounds Parking Permits.
24 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.
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	 PURPLE RIBBON SPONSOR
Your Investment: 
$25,000-$49,999

Purple Ribbon Sponsorships Available: 
DART Park & Ride Shuttle Program		  Richard O. Jacobson Exhibition Center
Jim & Patty Cownie Cultural Center		  Richard O. Jacobson Hall & Kenyon Gallery
Ralph H. Deets Historical Museum		  Vermeer Grandfathers Barn

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a Purple Ribbon Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Year-round title listing on six permanent maps located throughout the Fairgrounds.
Logo included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 edition 		
of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Logo included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the Des Moines 		
Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and advertisements. More 
than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of the Des Moines Sunday 
Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day event.
Logo included on the two electronic billboards located at University Avenue and East 30th Street and University 
Avenue and East 33rd Street when recognizing the Purple Ribbon Sponsors, February thru September 2016.
Logo included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State Fairgrounds 
during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Logo and web link included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
Exhibit Space if desired.
Right to distribute promotional items and give-a-ways to Fairgoers from exhibit space. 
100 Admission Tickets.
50 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
6 Iowa State Fairgrounds Parking Permits.
12 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.



2016 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES   IOWA STATE FAIR

8

	 BLUE RIBBON SPONSOR
Your Investment: 
$15,000-$24,999

Blue Ribbon Sponsorships Available: 
Country School					     Walnut Center 		
First Church						      Ye Old Mill
Maytag Family Theaters				    Youth Inn	

	

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a Blue Ribbon Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Year-round title listing on six permanent maps located throughout the Fairgrounds.
Logo included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 edition 		
of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Logo included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the Des Moines 		
Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and advertisements. More 
than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of the Des Moines Sunday 
Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day event.
Logo included on the two electronic billboards located at University Avenue and East 30th Street and University 
Avenue and East 33rd Street when recognizing the Blue Ribbon Sponsors, February thru September 2016.
Logo included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State Fairgrounds 
during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Logo and web link included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
Exhibit Space if desired.
Right to distribute promotional items and give-a-ways to Fairgoers from exhibit space. 
75Admission Tickets.
30 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
2 Iowa State Fairgrounds Parking Permits.
8 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.
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	 RED RIBBON SPONSOR
Your Investment: 
$7,500-$14,999

Red Ribbon Sponsorships Available: 
Animal Learning Center Vet Scrubs & T-Shirts
Day of Fair 	
Horseshoe Courts
Hy-Vee Fun Forest 
Outhouse Races
	

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a Red Ribbon Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Business name included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 
edition of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Business name included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the 
Des Moines Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and 
advertisements. More than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of 
the Des Moines Sunday Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day 
event.
Business name included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Business name included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
50 Admission Tickets.
20 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
4 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.
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	 WHITE RIBBON SPONSOR
Your Investment: 
$2,500-$7,499

White Ribbon Sponsorships Available: 
Open Class Competitions: Food, Agriculture, Special Event
Stone Map
	

Marketing Benefits: 
Recognition as a White Ribbon Sponsor of the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Business name included in the July Newspaper Insert: 715,000 copies distributed in the Sunday, July 10, 2016 
edition of the Des Moines Sunday Register and other local newspapers throughout Iowa. 
Business name included in the Official 60-page Iowa State Fair Guide: designed and distributed by the 
Des Moines Register, the Iowa State Fair Guide includes daily schedules, maps, articles of interest and 
advertisements. More than 250,000 copies are distributed statewide in the Sunday, August 7, 2016 edition of 
the Des Moines Sunday Register and another 110,000 are distributed at the Fairground Gates during the 11 day 
event.
Business name included on four Official Sponsor banners that will be placed throughout the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds during the 2016 Iowa State Fair.
Business name included on the Iowa State Fair Sponsors webpage: iowastatefair.org/about-us/sponsorship
Right to use the official 2016 Iowa State Fair logo for purposes to promote the sponsorship and the Iowa State 
Fair.
Access to the Blue Ribbon Foundation Hospitality Suite.

Exclusive Benefits:
20 Admission Tickets.
10 Iowa State Fairgrounds Lot A Parking Passes (good for one day).
2 Iowa State Fair Grandstand concert tickets of your choice.


