
2016 SALE OF CHAMPIONS WINNERS 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET STEER 
Tomi Rodgers – Indianola, IA      Parents:  Brad and Tracy Rodgers 
 

Tomi exhibited the 2016 Grand Champion 4-H Market Steer.  This year is Tomi’s third year exhibiting steers at the Iowa 
State Fair.  Tomi recently graduated from Southeast Warren High School in Liberty Center and will be attending Aveda 
Institute in Des Moines for Cosmetology.  She is a member of the Liberty Bells 4-H Club where she served as the 4-H 
Secretary, participated in showing steers, judging contests, and 4-H community clean up.  She is also a member of her FFA 
Chapter, participates in sports, and is a member of Grace Baptist Church in Chariton, IA.   
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET STEER 
Taylor Brinning – Keota, IA      Parents:  Shane and Kathleen Brinning 
 

Taylor exhibited the 2016 Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Steer.  Taylor will be in 8th grade this fall at Washington 
Middle School in Washington, IA.  Taylor participates in volleyball, basketball, and runs track.  She is a member of the 
Prairie Pride 4-H Club in Washington County.  This year is Taylor’s third year showing at the Iowa State Fair but this is her 
first year showing steers at the Iowa State Fair.  Taylor was fortunate enough to be in the 2014 Sale of Champions with her 
Grand Champion 4-H Market Hog.  She enjoys spending time hanging out with her friends and being involved in her 4-H 
Club. 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET HEIFER 
Dalton Shanks – Colfax, IA      Parents:  Travis and Kassy Shanks 
 

Dalton exhibited the Grand Champion 4-H Market Heifer at the 2016 Iowa State Fair.  Dalton will be in 6th grade this fall at 
Baxter Middle School.  This is Dalton’s first year exhibiting at the Iowa State Fair.  He is showing both cattle and pigs.  He 
has been actively showing cattle for three years at the National Western Stock Show, North American International 
Livestock Exposition, Shorthorn Jr. Nationals, and multiple jackpots.  He enjoys playing football, basketball, and baseball.  
Dalton loves farming and showing livestock with his family.  
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET HEIFER 
Jacob Koppen – Lakota, IA      Parents:  Derek and Jane Koppen  
 

The exhibitor of the Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Heifer is Jacob Koppen.  Jacob will be a Junior at North Iowa 
Community School and has exhibited cattle for eight years.  This year is Jacob’s fourth year exhibiting at the Iowa State 
Fair.  He is a member of the North Iowa 4-H’ers Club in Kossuth County.  Jacob is the Vice President of both his 4-H Club 
and FFA Chapter.  He enjoys playing baseball, wrestling, football, and running track.  He loves to clean and buff equipment 
and trucks, snowmobiling, showing cattle, and driving tractor during harvest.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2016 SALE OF CHAMPIONS WINNERS 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION FFA MARKET HOG 
Lexi Marek – Riverside, IA      Parents:  Tim and Heather Marek 
 

Lexi exhibited the Grand Champion FFA Market Hog.  Lexi will be a senior this fall at Iowa State University majoring in 
Public Service & Administration and Journalism.  This year is Lexi’s final year as a member of the Washington FFA Chapter 
where she held numerous leadership positions.  Lexi recently retired from the National Junior Swine Association Junior 
Board as an At-Large Director.  She spent her summer at an advertising agency and will be working for FarmHer this fall 
organizing events for young women in agriculture.  She will graduate from Iowa State this May and plans to attend graduate 
school and stay involved in agriculture, specifically within her family’s operation.  
 

 
RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION FFA MARKET HOG 
McKenna Brinning – Keota, IA      Parents:  Shane and Kathleen Brinning  
 

The 2016 Reserve Grand Champion FFA Market Hog was home raised and exhibited by McKenna Brinning.  McKenna is a 
recent graduate of Washington High School and will be a freshman at Iowa State University majoring in Animal Science, 
Pre-Veterinarian option.  She has been heavily involved in FFA and 4-H, through her swine and beef projects.  While in high 
school, McKenna participated in volleyball, Dance team, Dance Marathon and Business Professionals of America.  
McKenna spends her summers volunteering at 4-H Camp, Farm Safety Day, job shadowing her local veterinarian, and 
assists her two sisters on the Brinning Family Farm. 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET HOG 
Trey Lettow – Woodward, IA      Parents:  Tye and Teresa Lettow 
 

Trey Lettow exhibited the Grand Champion 4-H Market Hog at the 2016 Iowa State Fair.  Trey attends Woodward – 
Granger Jr. High and will be in 8th grade this fall.  Trey is a member of the Peoples Guys & Gals 4-H Club in Boone County.  
He enjoys football, wrestling, and baseball.  This is Trey’s fourth year showing pigs in 4-H.  Trey’s barrow’s name is “Clay” 
after Clay Mathews from the Packers.  He enjoys helping out his family with their show pig operation.   
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET HOG  
Kade Polich – Woodward, IA      Parents:  Eric Polich   
 

The 2016 Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Hog was exhibited by Kade Polich.  This is Kade’s third year showing 
swine at the Iowa State Fair.  His barrow was home raised and weighed in at 277 pounds.  Kade will be an 8th grader at 
Woodward – Granger Jr. High and hopes to go into agriculture after graduating high school.  He is a member of the Peoples 
Guys & Gals 4-H Club in Boone County.  Kade enjoys playing football, basketball, wrestling, and running track.  He is a 
member of St. Malachy Catholic Church and enjoys hunting and fishing.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 SALE OF CHAMPIONS WINNERS 
 
 
GRAND CHAMPION FFA MARKET LAMB 
Brooke Kuesel – Victor, IA      Parents:  Mike and Cherrie Kuesel 
 

Brooke exhibited the 2016 Grand Champion FFA Market Lamb.  Brooke is a veteran of the Sale of Champions and has 
exhibited the Reserve 4-H Market Lamb three times, in 2012, 2013 and 2015.  Brooke was selected this year as the 
Poweshiek County Fair Queen and has been representing her county at this years’ Iowa State Fair.  Brooke will be a senior 
this fall at HLV School and plans to attend Iowa State University next year to pursue a degree in Animal Science.  She 
participates in volleyball, basketball, and golf.  Brooke is a member of the HLV National Honor Society, HLV Buddy program 
where she mentors younger students, and the HLV ‘Hope Cancer Ambassador”.   
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION FFA MARKET LAMB 
Kori Jeanne McLaughlin – Mediapolis, IA    Parents:  Dan and Jackie McLaughlin   
 

The 2016 Reserve Grand Champion FFA Market Lamb was exhibited by Kori Jeanne McLaughlin.  Kori Jeanne recently 
graduated from Iowa State University with an Agricultural Studies degree and is currently a full time livestock feed specialist 
at Quality Plus Feeds.  As a member of her 4-H Club and FFA Chapter, Kori Jeanne was an outstanding 4-Her, President of 
her 4-H Club, co-Reporter for her FFA Chapter, and 3rd in FFA State for ETA.  She was a member of the National Junior 
Simmental Association, National Junior Hereford Association, and has showed livestock all across the country.  She plans 
to stay involved with youth development through 4-H and FFA and other youth livestock associations.  
                                                                                                                                                                 

 
GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET LAMB 
Halle Hindman – Albia, IA           Parents:  Mike and Heather Hindman 

 

Halle Hindman exhibited the 2016 Grand Champion 4-H Market Lamb at the Iowa State Fair.  This is Halle’s third year 
showing sheep in 4-H.  Halle also exhibited the Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Lamb in 2014.  She will be in 8th 
grade this fall at Albia Community School where she participates in softball, basketball, and volleyball.  Halle has also been 
involved in Little League All Stars for the past four years and traveling softball for the past six years.  She is a member of the 
Troy Troopers 4-H Club and the Jr. Youth Council.  Halle enjoys spending her free time showing sheep, sewing, swimming, 
and playing sports.  
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET LAMB 
Karlyn Snider – Rhodes, IA       Parents:  Craig and Nicole Snider  
 

The exhibitor of the 2016 Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Lamb is Karlyn Snider.  Karlyn will be a freshman at West 
Marshall High School this fall.  She has participated in basketball, softball, and golf at her high school.  Karlyn also 
participates on a traveling AAU basketball and softball team.  She exhibits sheep and horses and participates in her 4-H 
Club community clean-up.  Karlyn hopes to attend college at Iowa State University, University of Iowa, or Truman 
State.   She hopes to further her education in either agricultural business or health sciences with hopes to become an 
anesthesiologist.  

 
 
 
 
 



2016 SALE OF CHAMPIONS WINNERS 
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION FFA MARKET MEAT GOAT 
Austin Howe – Mechanicsville, IA     Parents:  Harlan and Karen Howe 
 

The exhibitor of the 2016 Grand Champion FFA Market Meat Goat is Austin Howe.  This is Austin’s sixth year exhibiting at 
the Iowa State Fair.  Austin is an Agricultural Studies major at Iowa State University and will be a Junior this fall.  He has 
been involved in the Block & Bridle Club’s Goat Interest Group at Iowa State.  He is a member of the Tipton FFA Chapter 
and was a past member of Center Ring Leaders 4-H Club.  While in high school, Austin participated in baseball, basketball, 
football, and track & field.  Austin works part-time for Swanson Farms in Nevada.  
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET MEAT GOAT 
Morgan Goretska – Corydon, IA     Parents:  Troy and Bridget Goretska   
 

Morgan exhibited the Grand Champion 4-H Market Meat Goat at the 2016 Iowa State Fair.  Morgan’s meat goat was a 
home raised goat and weighed 85 pounds.  She won her county fair and the South Central Iowa Showdown with her meat 
goat.  Morgan is home-schooled and will be in 6th grade this fall.  She is a member of the Union Hotshots in Wayne County.  
This was Morgan’s first year exhibiting at the Iowa State Fair.  Morgan enjoys playing softball and loves showing goats.  She 
is also a member of the New Zion United Methodist Church.  Morgan loves helping her mom at her daycare.   
 
 

GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET BROILER PEN 
Brayton Schechinger – Harlan, IA     Parents:  Monte and Julie Schechinger   
 

Brayton exhibited the 2016 Grand Champion 4-H Market Broilers.  This year is Brayton’s first year as an Iowa State Fair 
Exhibitor.  Brayton will be a 7th grader this fall at Harlan Community School.  He is a member of the Lincoln Leaders 4-H 
Club in Shelby County.  Outside of 4-H, Brayton enjoys participating in football, baseball and basketball.  Brayton is a 
member of St. Boniface Church, where he is an alter server.  In Brayton’s spare time, he enjoys helping on the trap shoot 
range, as well as working on the family farm.   
 
 

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION 4-H MARKET BROILER PEN 
Bailey Schaben – Dunlap, IA      Parents:  Jon and Julie Schaben 
 

Bailey exhibited the 2016 Reserve Grand Champion 4-H Market Broilers.  This year was Bailey’s first year showing broilers 
at the Iowa State Fair.  She will be a senior at Boyer Valley High School and plans to pursue a career in animal 
science.  Bailey is a member of the Dunlap Knight Riders 4-H Club and has led her 4-H Club and FFA Chapter as their 
President.  She enjoys showing beef cattle, sheep, goats, and broilers.  She works at the Dunlap Livestock Auction and 
spends most of her time showing livestock and hanging out with her friends.  

 

 

 
 

       

Since 1988, 392 Sale of Champions Exhibitors have 
sold their livestock totaling more than $4,912,100 


