
2016 WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship  
     (two Undergraduate) 

 

Shayne Wiese – Manning 
Rachel Stika – Cresco 

$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship  
     (two Incoming Freshman) 

 

Cole Moody – Dysart 
Laura Mincks – Columbus Junction 

$10,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship Katlyn Kahler – Cambridge 

$10,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship  Mary Heiller – Madrid  

$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Agricultural Entrepreneurial Scholarship Trey Forsyth – Charles City 

$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Animal Science Scholarship Logan Lafrenz – Wilton 

$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Biorenewable Resources Scholarship Natalie Hanson – La Porte City 

$6,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship (Incoming Freshman) McKenna Brinning – Keota 

$5,000 Mark Pearson Entrepreneurial Memorial Scholarship Mitchell Hora – Ainsworth 

$5,000 Mark Pearson Memorial Scholarship by Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters Lexi Marek – Riverside 

$5,000 Sinclair Tractor Agronomy Scholarship (Undergraduate) Sarah Striegel – What Cheer 

$5,000 Sinclair Tractor Agronomy Scholarship (Graduate Student) Lance Goettsch – Calamus 

$3,000 Alliant Energy – Interstate Power & Light Scholarship Ryan Chalupa – Keota 

$3,000 Timmins, Jacobsen & Strawhacker Scholarship Katie Sickerson – Maxwell 

$3,000 Tom Lauterbach Memorial Scholarship Abby Collison – Rockwell City 

$3,000 Bart Nelson Memorial Sheep Scholarship Clarabell Knapp – Bloomfield 

$3,000 Cargill/Provimi Agriculture Scholarship (Undergraduate) Carl Frame – Osseo, WI 

$2,500 Cargill/Provimi Agriculture Scholarship (Incoming Freshman) Luke Bombei – Delta 

$2,000 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Scholarship Trisha Collins – Pleasantville 

$2,000 Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters Scholarship Kaitlyn Boyer – Weldon 

$2,000 Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement Scholarship Allison Luety – Clinton, WI 

$2,000 IFAA Christian Brothers Swine Scholarship Alex Conover – Holstein 

$2,000 IFAA Don Greiman Honorary Beef Participation Scholarship Gracie Russell – Prescott 

$2,000 IFAA Earl Freel Memorial Sheep Participation Scholarship Justin Swanton – Goose Lake 

$2,000 IFAA Excellence in Swine Participation Scholarship Cully Forsyth – Charles City 

$2,000 IFAA Overall Project Scholarships (four) 

 

Kiersten Jass – Garner 

Dylan Lampe – Readlyn 

Gavin Meyer – Wilton 

Anna Ehlers – Storm Lake 

$1,500 NutriQuest ISU Swine Nutrition Graduate Student Scholarship Nichole Huntley – Boone 

$1,500 Brice Leonard Memorial Sheep Scholarship Jared Wellik – Woden 

$1,500 Iowa Purebred Swine Council Scholarships (two) 

 

Johnathan Triggs – Mount Ayr 

Luke Worden – Belmond 

 



2016 WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

$1,500 Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement Scholarship (two) 

 

Dannielle McCorkel – Adair 
Sarah Heiller – Madrid 

$1,500 Dean & Adele Bowden Scholarship Colby Lafrenz – Maysville 

$1,500 Zoetis Swine Scholarship Lexi Delaney – DeWitt 

$1,000 Iowa Pork Producers Scholarships (two) 
Ashley Smeby – Klemme 

Holly Cook – Winthrop 

$1,000 The Maschhoffs Pork Industry Scholarship Jordan Travis – Altoona 

$1,000 James Lettow & Family Swine Scholarship Kale Boysen – Morning Sun 

$1,500 John & Emily Putney Scholarship Cole Jamison – Anamosa 

$1,500 Russ Brannen/Kent Nutrition Group Memorial Beef Scholarship Regan Shockley – Dexter 

$1,000 Schlutz Family Beef Breeding Scholarship Matthew Schroeder – Radcliffe 

$1,000 Iowa Cattlemen’s Foundation Scholarships (two) 
Megan Pretz – Columbus Junction 

Madeline Herring – Cedar Falls 

$1,000 Story County Cattleman’s Association Scholarship Erik Fevold – Ames 

$1,000 Clayton & Colton Novak Memorial Scholarship Trevor Kluver – Britt 

$1,000 Fisher Suffolks Scholarship James Leonard – Newton 

$1,000 Fareway Stores Scholarship (two) 
Tayler Etzel – Alburnett 

Brooke Benning – Hampton 

$1,000 Theisen Home . Farm . Auto Scholarship Olivia Bisbee – Stacyville 

$1,000 Key Cooperative Scholarship Rebecca Nellis – Fort Dodge 

$1,000 Brock Grain Systems Scholarship Trygve Lien – Castalia 

$1,000 The Andersons Nutra-Flo Scholarship Emily Hugen – Monroe 

$1,000 Longnecker Fertilizer Agronomy Scholarship Samantha Reicks – New Hampton 

$1,000 Bob & Rachel Holst Agriculture Scholarship Danielle James – Minburn 

$1,000 Iowa Poultry Association Scholarship Emily Martins – Fairbank 

$1,000 Custom Builders Inc./EPS Buildings Scholarship Amber Hammes – Ankeny 

$500 Dewey Tucker Family Scholarships (two) 
Brittany Hornor – Albert City 

Kasey Lane – Scranton 

$500 Western Edge Scholarship Sarah Godfredsen – Webster City 

$500 Iowa State Fair FFA Blue & Gold Gilt Sale Scholarships (four) 

Amanda Anderson – Algona 

Jake Lilienthal – New Liberty 

Tucker Barickman – Garner 

Jake Goecke – Marshalltown 

$500 Tall Corn Meat Goat Wether Association Scholarship Sydney Klimesh – Calmar 

$500 Stockman’s Inn Scholarship for Ag Business Izak Christensen – Riceville 

$2,000 Mark Pearson Memorial 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship Lexie Berry – Sac City 
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
 

$1,000 Hy-Vee/4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarships (three) 

 

 

Attylissa Bailey – Hamilton 
Samantha Beckman – Danville 

Jackson Bishop – Indianola 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarships (twenty) 

 

Madeleine Bretey – Boone 
Jacob Burt – Marshalltown 
Tanner Burton – Davis City 
Alex Fouts – Cedar Falls 

Kelsey Gerwig – Winterset 
Brianna Goecke – Audubon 

Alek Goll – Garner 
Kathryn Groenenboom – Oskaloosa 

Mitchell Hanson – La Porte City 
Ryley Heffron – Melrose 

Danielle Koester – Eagle Grove 
Megan Lukas – Amana 

Brent Meister – Kingsley 
Nathan Nedved – Britt 

Kortney Orr – Columbus City 
Grace Rens – Larchwood 

Haley Shope – Toledo 
Claire Solsma – Sanborn 

Mateer Strong – Delta 
Meranda Thimmes – Mechanicsville 

 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarships (eight) 
 

 

Wes Bedwell – New Virginia 
Jocyln Bushman – Fort Alkinson 

Haley Carlson – Atlantic  
Abigail Galm – Spencer 

Trey McCoy – Exline 
Jared Myers – Colfax 
Troy Rau – Stanley 

Allison Wisgerhof – Van Meter 

$8,000 Iowa State University Academic/Livestock &  
                  Meats Team Scholarships (fourteen) 
 

 

Shane Bockenstedt – Manchester 
Katlyn Kahler – Cambridge 
Kristi Smith – Princeville, IL 

Kendall Steines – Springbrook 
Isaac Taber – Cameron, IL 

Johnathan Triggs – Mount Ayr 
Shayne Wiese – Manning 

 

Austin Egolf – Dillsburg, PA 
Michaella Fevold – Story City 

Zack Peppmeier – Shannon City 
Michael Stender – Aurelia 
Paige Whitney – Ida Grove 
Rachel Wynn – Bedford, IN 

Laura Yoder – Kalona 
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$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship   
Shayne Wiese - Manning, IA                                                Parents:  David and Diana Wiese  

 

Shayne will be a senior in Animal Science at Iowa State University.  He has shown great success through 4-H and FFA, 
leadership positions he has obtained in college, and through his academics.  He has been heavily involved in Alpha Gamma 
Rho Fraternity, Block & Bridle Club, the Livestock Judging Team, College of Ag Ambassador, College of Ag Student 
Council, and multiple honor societies while at Iowa State.  Shayne plans to enter the animal agriculture industry to learn 
different aspects of business and management after graduation and possibly graduate school. Ultimately, he plans to return 
home to his family’s 100-year-old Hereford purebred cattle operation to partner with his two brothers to continue the tradition 
of quality genetics for commercial cattlemen.   
 

$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship   
Rachel Stika - Cresco, IA                                                 Parents:  Ron and Elaine Stika  

 

Growing up participating in 4-H and FFA, Rachel has competed for eight years through these organizations receiving many 
awards with livestock as well as receiving her Iowa FFA Degree, State 4-H Project Award in Leadership, and FFA 
proficiency awards for entrepreneurship work completed with her livestock.  Rachel is currently a junior at Iowa State 
University majoring in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinarian option.  Rachel is heavily involved at Iowa State through Collegiate 
4-H, Block & Bridle Club, Pre-Vet Club, Animal Science Peer Mentoring, and Alpha Zeta, an honorary Agricultural Fraternity.  
Rachel is currently serving as the Vice President of the Collegiate 4-H Club and holds many leadership positions on various 
committees in Block & Bridle Club.  Rachel plans to attend Veterinary School at Iowa State to obtain her DVM specializing 
in swine.  
  

$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship   
Cole Moody - Dysart, IA                                                     Parents:  Ryan and Laura Moody 

 

Cole’s passion for the agriculture industry was sparked through the issue of food security.  His interests in food security lead 
him to participate in the 2015 World Food Prize Iowa Youth Institute where he presented and discussed a paper about 
agricultural practices in Haiti.  He was then selected to participate in the worldwide Youth Institute.  Cole has spent many 
hours volunteering and holding leadership positions through FFA.  His positions have included 2015 Iowa Delegate to the 
National FFA Convention, 2014-2016 Northeast District Secretary and Reporter, and 2016-2017 Northeast State Vice 
President, Iowa FFA Association.  Cole plans to attend Iowa State University majoring in Agriculture & Society.  He then 
hopes to purse law school and earn a degree in Agricultural Law where he can help impact agricultural policy locally and 
nationally while continuing to positively influence food security issues.  
 

$5,000 Branstad – Reynolds Agriculture Scholarship   
Laura Mincks – Columbus Junction, IA                             Parents:  Timothy and Lois Mincks 

 

Laura kept busy during her high school career by holding leadership positions in 4-H, FFA, FCCLA, National Honor Society, 
and Louisa 4-H County Council.  The experiences through 4-H and FFA helped Laura know she wanted to pursue a career 
in agriculture.  This fall she will be attending Iowa State University majoring in Agricultural Communications and would like 
to be a public relations consultant for an agricultural company after graduation. The past two years Laura has participated in 
the Iowa Youth Institute and the Global Youth Institute with the World Food Prize.  This experience sparked her passion for 
helping people and wanting to educate the public.   
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$10,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship 
Katlyn Kahler – Cambridge, IA                             Parents:  Wade and Pam Kahler  

 

Katlyn will be senior in Animal Science at Iowa State University this fall.  She has demonstrated her passion for not only the 
swine industry, but also the entire agriculture industry through many leadership positions and experiences.  Katlyn currently 
serves as Iowa States Block & Bridle Club Swine Interest Group President and previously served as the Secretary.  She has 
served on the Iowa State Bacon Expo Executive Committee and is working towards a Swine Science Certificate through the 
US Pork Center of Excellence.  Katlyn was the 2014 Iowa Pork Princess, was a part of the 2015 #RealPigFarming Student 
Social Forces Team, and is currently on the Iowa State Livestock Judging Team.  Katlyn hopes to work in the animal 
pharmaceutical industry and one day work in consumer outreach or marketing.  
 

$10,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship 

Mary Heiller – Madrid, IA                            Parents:  Tim and Vicki Heiller  

 

Through 4-H and FFA, Mary has built a passion for the swine industry.  She has exhibited swine for 10 years at a county 
and state level.  While at college majoring in Animal Science she has gained valuable experiences in the swine industry 
through weighing research pigs for Iowa Select Farms, collecting research data for Elanco Animal Health at JBS Swift, 
interning with New Fashion Pork, working on completing an Online Swine Degree, and participating in Pork Fellows at Iowa 
State to network with industry professionals.  This summer Mary has been interning with Iowa Pork Producers Association 
as their legislative intern.  Mary strives to keep the public, specifically consumers, informed about the importance of high 
production agriculture utilizing technologies to feed the world a wholesome, affordable and plentiful food supply. 
  

$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Agricultural Entrepreneurial Scholarship 
Trey Forsyth – Charles City, IA                            Parents:  Todd and Lisa Forsyth  

 

“My mission at Iowa State has been to diversify my experiences in agriculture so that I can have a productive career in 
agriculture and make a difference.”  Serving as the President of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Student 
Council and being involved in Bacon Expo, Ag Business Club, and the AgEI program at Iowa State has helped Trey gain a 
perspective of the global agriculture we live in today.  He has been heavily involved in the Agricultural Entrepreneurship 
program where he currently sits on the Student Advisory Team and studied abroad during May in Italy focusing on food 
culture and entrepreneurship.  Trey will be a senior in Agricultural Business with a minor in Entrepreneurial Studies and 
plans to obtain a Master’s Degree in Agricultural Business while also working for an agribusiness in policy and government 
affairs.  
 

$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Animal Science Scholarship 

Logan Lafrenz – Wilton, IA                            Parents:  Jeff and Dawn Lafrenz  

 

Growing up exhibiting purebred and commercial cattle across the state, Logan’s passion for beef cattle production continues 
to grow through his education at Iowa State University.  This fall Logan will be a senior in Animal Science where he currently 
serves as the Block & Bridle Club President, Agricultural Placement Chair for the Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity, and an 
Ambassador for the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences.  Through his leadership positions, Logan has been able to 
prepare younger members for successful careers and promote the College of Agriculture and the Animal Science 
Department to perspective students.  Logan strives to purse the Master of Business Administration program, concurrent with 
the Animal Science Department, while continuing to grow his families registered Angus cow/calf operation.  
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$6,250 Bruce Rastetter Biorenewable Resources Scholarship  

Natalie Hanson – La Porte City, IA                           Parents:  Robert and Maureen Hanson 

 

Working towards her Biological Systems Engineering degree at Iowa State University, Natalie always knew agriculture 
would be the foundation of her future career.  Although engineering isn’t traditionally a field pursued by agriculturalists, she 
believes it is important for the success of agriculture in the future.  Natalie grew up showing dairy heifers at her county fair 
and the state fair.  Natalie is planning to use her Biological Systems Engineering degree to better the future of dairy 
operations.  Upon graduation, Natalie plans to attend Cal Poly to pursue a Master of Professional Studies degree in Dairy 
Products Technology to gain specified skills for the dairy product and food industries.  Natalie’s long term goal is to start a 
business to provide engineering services to dairy farmers starting on-farm processing of their milk. 
 

$6,000 Iowa Select Farms Swine Scholarship 

McKenna Brinning – Keota, IA                             Parents:  Shane and Kathleen Brinning 

 

McKenna became exposed to the swine industry at a young age working alongside her family with their farrow-to-finish hog 
operation.  Her interest grew deeper by being involved in showing hogs as well.  Through these experiences, McKenna 
soon realized she wanted to attend Iowa State University where she will be majoring in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinarian 
option, hoping to one day attend Veterinarian School.  Her love for the industry also led to her being involved in livestock 
judging, the National Junior Swine Association, Iowa Swine Jackpot Series, and serving as the Washington County Pork 
Queen and Princess as well as on State 4-H Council.  McKenna’s time spent participating in 4-H, FFA, BPA, Girls State, 
and many livestock conferences and shows has helped her grow and develop skills needed to be successful in agriculture.  
 

$5,000 Mark Pearson Entrepreneurial Memorial Scholarship  

Mitchell Hora – Ainsworth, IA                             Parents:  Brian and Theresa Hora   

 

Mitchell’s entire collegiate career has been focused towards starting and advancing his consulting and data management 
company.  With a major in Agronomy/Ag Systems, he plans to help farmers manage their farms better with a focus on soil 
health and collaborating for the success of agriculture as a whole through his company.  He is passionate about working 
with farmers and helping them to develop the full potential of every acre.  He has had the opportunity to research soil health 
throughout the Midwest and South Africa.  Through Mitchell’s past internships, education, and personal experiences, he is 
prepared to start services for his company after graduation in his home county.  
 

$5,000 Mark Pearson Memorial Scholarship by Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters  

Lexi Marek – Riverside, IA                             Parents:  Tim and Heather Marek  

 

Lexi will be a senior at Iowa State University majoring in Public Service & Administration in Agriculture and Journalism.  
Through many leadership positions such as serving as a Junior Board Director for the National Junior Swine Association, 
Tri-Chair of the 2015 Bacon Expo, President of the ISU National Agri-Marketing Association, and organizing the Block & 
Bridle’s philanthropy event, Lexi has developed the skills needed to work hard and be successful in her career in agriculture.  
Utilizing her experiences in public speaking, writing, and marketing, Lexi has been heavily involved with the Real Pig 
Farming and FarmHer campaigns and hopes to continue that involvement in the future.  Lexi plans to pursue a Master’s 
Degree in Agriculture Communications to further her education in the agriculture industry.  
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$5,000 Sinclair Tractor Agronomy Scholarship  

Sarah Striegel – What Cheer, IA                             Parents:  Michael and Suzete Striegel   

 

After taking her first agronomy course at Iowa State University, Sarah knew she wanted to pursue a career in the agronomy 
field.  Sarah added a double major of Agronomy on top of her current Agricultural Education degree.  She is involved in the 
Agronomy Club as the Recording Secretary, Iowa State Corn Grower’s where she serves as the Treasurer, and Agriculture 
Future of America at Iowa State.  She served as a district FFA officer and has received the American Degree.  While in 
college, Sarah has made it a priority to get involved in as much as possible and to obtain an education outside of the 
classroom as well.  After graduation, Sarah plans to gain a few years of industry experience and then return to graduate 
school to get a master’s degree.  
 

$5,000 Sinclair Tractor Agronomy Scholarship  

Lance Goettsch – Calamus, IA                             Parents:  Lonny and Leisha Goettsch  

 

Lance received his Bachelor’s Degree in Agronomy & International Agriculture at Iowa State University.  Currently Lance is 
working towards a Master’s Degree in Crop Production and Physiology at Iowa State.  Lance has studied agronomy for the 
past seven years and has experienced five agronomy positions through internships, research coops, and fellowships during 
that time.  He plans to use those experiences to improve crop production throughout the world through research and 
development.  Using his interest in international agriculture, Lance has worked for a consulting group doing research in 
Tanzania and lived in Uganda for 14 months while conducting his master’s research.   He also participated in a USAID 
project in Mozambique and Uganda.  Through his dedication and success in the agronomy field, Lance was named the 
Agronomy International Scholar by the department of Agronomy at Iowa State.  
 

$3,000 Alliant Energy – Interstate Power & Light Scholarship  

Ryan Chalupa – Keota, IA                             Parents:  Nate and Anne Chalupa    

 

Growing up on a diversified beef and row crop operation, Ryan learned at a young age the responsibilities and skills that are 
essential to be successful.  He has demonstrated his passion for agriculture through his 4-H projects and his FFA SAE.   He 
has shown performance beef at the Iowa State Fair since ninth grade.  Ryan has been a three year member of the 
Washington County Council and held officer positions in both his 4-H Club and FFA Chapter that will aid him in preparation 
for becoming involved at Iowa State University where he will major in Agricultural Business with an Animal Science minor.  
He hopes to help farmers with their finances and create financial goals for their operations.  Ryan would also like to continue 
working on his families beef and crop operation.  
 

$3,000 Timmins, Jacobsen & Strawhacker Scholarship 

Katie Sickerson – Maxwell, IA                             Parents:  Joe and Kelle Sickerson 

 

Katie has been involved in 4-H for eight years and FFA for five years in Polk County.  Katie has served as the Secretary and 
President of her 4-H Club.  She was awarded the FFA Greenhand and Star Awards through her chapter.  Katie has a 
passion for raising cattle and getting them ready to exhibit at the fair.  She has also very successfully shown derby swine, 
winning Grand Champion in 2009 and 2012.  “Showing my animals in the Polk County Fair has given me the chance to 
improve my work ethic, my sense of responsibility and encourage others to participate in the cattle industry.”  Katie plans to 
major in Animal Science to one day attend veterinary medical school. 
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$3,000 Tom Lauterbach Memorial Scholarship   

Abby Collison – Rockwell City, IA                            Parents:  Tim and Lori Collison  

 

Starting her Angus cow herd at eight years of age, Abby has a deep background in breeding beef nutrition, selection of 
sires, record keeping, and technology to better her herd.  Abby has grown up exhibiting Angus cattle at a local, district, and 
national level and being successful in the ring.  She has been able to retire her successful show heifers into her herd to 
continue to advance their genetics.  Through many opportunities working in a veterinarian clinic and being a pharmacy 
technician at the ISU Vet School, Abby has gained hands-on experience to help her achieve her goal of attending 
Veterinarian School at Iowa State University.  An Animal Science, Pre Vet option, major at Iowa State, Abby has been 
conducting research on bovine embryos by doing CT scans to analyze the interior components.  She has taken full 
advantage of all opportunities, in and out of the classroom, to grow in her understanding of agriculture and the role she can 
play in it.  
 

$3,000 Bart Nelson Memorial Sheep Scholarship  

Clarabell Knapp – Bloomfield, IA                            Parents:  Bruce and Jeri Knapp  

 

Clarabell’s current FFA SAE project focuses on raising her own lambs each year.  She owns 40 head of crossbred ewes 
and makes daily decisions concerning breeding, nutrition, and marketing.  Her passion for sheep has led her to exhibiting at 
a local, state, and national level.  She has been President of her 4-H Club and organized the first Alumni event in her FFA 
Chapter.  Clarabell will be attending Iowa State University this fall as a freshman majoring in Agronomy.  Besides sheep, her 
family has a diversified row crop operation that sparked her interest in agronomy.  From this involvement, Clarabell was 
given the opportunity to be a crop scout for a local seed dealer this summer.  Clarabell will continue to assist her family with 
their livestock and row crop operation and hopes to be involved with a company as a positive advocate for agriculture upon 
graduation.  
 

$3,000 Cargill/Provimi Agriculture Scholarship  

Carl Frame – Osseo, WI      Parents:  Dennis and Susan Frame  

 

Carl has focused his time and efforts towards the Block & Bridle Club at Iowa State University where he is currently 
majoring in Animal Science.  Carl was the Block & Bridle Club Treasurer and took pride in being held accountable with such 
a large budget for the largest club on campus.  He has continually worked towards a personal goal of becoming successful 
and making a positive impact in the agricultural world.  This summer Carl has spent time with Cargill as a Value Creation 
Intern where he works with the research and development team as well as the sales team on a special project.  Carl plans 
to pursue a Master’s Degree in Meat Science and work in the meat industry to help produce one of agricultures most valued 
product to feed the world.  
 

$2,500 Cargill/Provimi Agriculture Scholarship  

Luke Bombei – Delta, IA                             Parents:  Matthew and Heather Bombei  

 

With a passion for the swine industry, Luke plans to attend Iowa State University majoring in Animal Science to broaden his 
knowledge for the industry he loves.  Luke was selected to advance to state with his Iowa FFA Association District 
Proficiency Award in Swine Production Entrepreneurship and awarded the Iowa Degree.  While being active at local shows, 
the Iowa State Fair, World Pork Expo, and the National Barrow Show, Luke has been very successful showing Spotted 
Swine.   He also routinely networks with industry professionals. This has helped pave the road for his future goals of a 
career in swine genetics or nutrition.  Luke’s passion for the swine industry has taught him how to work hard while having 
fun pursing his academic and career goals.  
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$2,000 Beohringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Scholarship   

Trisha Collins – Pleasantville, IA                            Parents:  Monty and Renee Collins   

 

Trisha Collins is a second year Veterinary Medicine Student at Iowa State University where she graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Animal Science and International Agriculture.  Through animal science, her curricula allowed her to see 
production through the eye of a producer and observe common standards of the swine and beef industries.  With a better 
understand of the producer’s goals, Trisha will be able to apply that to medical knowledge she is currently gaining as a 
veterinary student and use it in her future practice.  Trisha has completed research projects on bovine viral diarrhea and 
bovine respiratory disease.    She will have five summers of internship laboratory work, writing, and connections that will 
allow her to begin a career with beneficial knowledge to help progress the industry to improve animal health.  
 

$2,000 Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters Scholarship  

Kaitlyn Boyer – Weldon, IA                             Parents:  Jason and Amy Boyer   

 

Kaitlyn has a strong background in the beef industry.  She grew up on a diversified family farm where she assists with all 
aspects of their purebred Limousin cattle operation.  Kaitlyn has enjoyed her 4-H years of exhibiting cattle and sheep, 
holding various officer positions, and helping younger 4-H members with their projects.  Through FFA, she has received her 
Iowa Degree and was recognized at the FFA State Leadership Conference as the Star Over Iowa in Agriculture Production 
with her beef production SAE project.  “From speaking at the Iowa Cattlemen’s Convention, being the first recipient of the 
Foundation Heifer Program, and helping on the family farm, I am ecstatic to follow my passion in the beef industry.  I hope 
to use my experiences and skills to help make the beef industry more transparent.” 
 

$2,000 Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement Scholarship  

Allison Luety – Clinton, WI                             Parents:  Ken and Marcia Luety   

 

As an Agriculture & Society and Public Relations major at Iowa State University, Allison is primarily interested in effective 
communications within and about production agriculture.  This is demonstrated through her involvement with the Agriculture 
Communicators of Tomorrow Club where she is a contributing author to CALS Connections.  As evidenced by her blog and 
having over 20 published works in newspapers and magazines, Allison is dedicated to advocate and share her positive 
experiences within production agriculture.  Allison has stayed involved in the swine industry by exhibiting pigs all across the 
country and being involved with Iowa State’s Block & Bridle Club Swine Interest Group.  She hopes to one day receive a 
Master’s Degree in Agricultural Communications with a goal to start her own business.  
 

$2,000 IFAA Christian Brothers Swine Scholarship   

Alex Conover – Holstein, IA                             Parents:  Burdette Conover and Sharon Cooper 

 

Alex will be a senior this fall at Iowa State University majoring in Animal Science.  Finding his passion for the swine industry 
at a young age, he has stayed heavily involved through his activities at Iowa State.  These activities include serving as the 
President of Block & Bridle’s Swine Interest Group, co-Chair of Bacon Expo, and being involved in Pork Fellows.  Alex was 
elected to serve as the 2015 Iowa Pork Youth Ambassador and was chosen for the #RealPigFarming Student Social Forces 
Team through the National Pork Board. He was also a member of the ISU Meats Judging Team.  “Ultimately I would like to 
combine two majors, Animal Science and Public Service & Administration, to advocate and serve the men and women who 
work day-in and day-out to place a wholesome product on our families table.” 
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$2,000 IFAA Don Greiman Honorary Beef Participation Scholarship  

Gracie Russell – Prescott, IA                             Parents:  Rob and Julie Russell   

 

Gracie’s background in the beef industry has led her to attend Iowa State University in the fall.  She is currently an At-large 
officer for the Iowa Junior Beef Breeds Association where she serves as the Secretary.  Gracie has grown up exhibiting 
cattle through 4-H and FFA and has actively shown all across the country.  She has served as the President, Vice 
President, and Secretary of her local 4-H Club, on the Union County 4-H Council as well as the Historian for her FFA 
Chapter.  Gracie has started her own cattle herd and plans to grow it after she finishes school.  She is not only passionate 
about the beef industry, but about all aspects of agriculture.  She is excited to pursue an Agricultural Business degree at 
Iowa State and advocate for the industry.  
 

$2,000 IFAA Earl Freel Memorial Sheep Participation Scholarship 

Justin Swanton – Goose Lake, IA                            Parents:  Don and Terri Swanton  

 

Justin grew up on a sheep farm where his family manages a club lamb operation.  They currently run 60 head of Hampshire 
crossbred ewes and are continually looking to improve their genetics.  Justin has been exhibiting sheep since he was eight 
years old and has used their sheep operation as his SAE project in FFA.   He has shown great dedication to the 4-H and 
FFA organizations through his time and commitment.  Justin served as the President of both his 4-H Club and FFA  
Chapter as well as the Reporter for his County 4-H Youth Council.  Growing up around production agriculture has assured 
Justin he is on the correct career path with a major in Animal Science/Ag Business at Iowa State.  His goal is to become a 
large animal veterinarian where he can work with farmers by diagnosing, preventing, and treating livestock diseases. 
 

$2,000 IFAA Excellence in Swine Participation Scholarship   

Cully Forsyth – Charles City, IA                             Parents:  Joel and Heather Forsyth   

 

Cully has learned many valuable skills growing up showing pigs all over the country.  Through 4-H and FFA, he has had the 
opportunity to get very involved in agriculture.  Serving as the President of his FFA Chapter, North Central District FFA 
Team, and now the North Central State Vice President for the Iowa FFA Association, Cully says, “Leading these teams has 
been such an amazing experience and the most important part is knowing that the title of the positions do not matter but 
what you do with it does.”  He has participated and advanced to the state level in multiple Career Development Events such 
as creed speaking and team ag sales.  Cully chose to continue his education at Iowa State University this fall majoring in 
Animal Science.    
 

$2,000 IFAA Overall Project Scholarship   

Kiersten Jass – Garner, IA                             Parents:  Mark and Beth Jass  

 

Growing up raising and working with cattle on her family farm, Kiersten has developed a passion for the beef cattle industry.  
Kiersten owns, raises, and sells Simmental and Angus cattle.  She has exhibited at numerous county, state, and national 
shows.  She is the President of Iowa Junior Simmental Association, holds a leadership position within the American Junior 
Simmental National Board of Trustees, and is an Iowa Junior Beef Breeds Association Board Member.  Kiersten is 
Secretary of Hancock County 4-H Executive Council.  She has been involved in many livestock presentations, soil judging, 
livestock judging, parliamentary procedure, and ag sales through 4-H and FFA.  Kiersten will be attending Iowa State 
University majoring in Animal Science.  
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$2,000 IFAA Overall Project Scholarship   

Dylan Lampe – Readlyn, IA                             Parents:  Wade and Jessica Lampe  

 

Working on several local dairy farms and job shadowing at local veterinary clinics throughout high school has given Dylan 
great experience as he strives to become a large animal veterinarian.  He has exhibited Brown Swiss heifers at the county 
fair and competed in dairy judging through FFA at a district and state level.  Dylan has had the opportunity to participate in 
the World Food Prize at a state level, then being selected to advance to the Global Institute with hopes to be selected for 
the international internship to a foreign country where he would be working to help solve world hunger issues faced all 
around the globe.  Dylan has worked hard to develop the correct skills, striving to expose himself to diverse areas of 
agricultural. He will major in Pre Veterinary Science at ISU. 
 

$2,000 IFAA Overall Project Scholarship   

Gavin Meyer – Wilton, IA                             Parents:  Chad and Renee Meyer  

 

Gavin is an advocate for agriculture in everything his does, in and out of school.  He enjoys sharing his passion with others 
about 4-H, FFA, and showing goats.  Gavin has competed in multiple speaking competitions through FFA and served on 
various officer teams within his 4-H Club and FFA Chapter.  Being passionate in exhibiting goats has led Gavin to 
participate in livestock judging contests where he has placed 10th at the Iowa State Livestock Judging Competition and 7th at 
the American Royal Judging Contest.  Gavin plans to further his knowledge of production animals by attending Iowa State 
University majoring in Animal Science.   
 

$2,000 IFAA Overall Project Scholarship   

Anna Ehlers – Storm Lake, IA                             Parents:  Brent and Carol Ehlers    

 

4-H and FFA leadership roles, national public speaking experiences, and multi-cultural projects led Anna to Iowa State 
University to study Agricultural Communications with a double major in Spanish.  Anna has received many awards through 
communications, exhibiting livestock, and livestock judging within her 4-H Club and FFA Chapter.  She has served as 4-H 
and FFA club officers and on the County 4-H Council.  Anna says, “My career goals are to use these skills working for non-
profit agricultural ministry organizations and public relations for humanitarian projects.  Becoming a voice for agriculture 
politically and as a professional is a contribution that I have already started and will continue, addressing political and social 
issues facing the agriculture industry.” 
 
 

$1,500 NutriQuest ISU Swine Nutrition Graduate Student Scholarship 

Nichole Huntley – Boone, IA                             Parents:  Kevin and Sharon Johnson   

 

Nichole Huntley is from Papillion, Nebraska where she grew up spending most of her free time in a horse barn.  After an 
internship in high school, Nichole’s goal was to learn about nutrition across a wide variety of species and to apply that 
knowledge through a career as an animal nutrition research scientist.  She completed her Bachelor’s Degree in Animal 
Science at the University of Missouri and continued her education at the University of Missouri with a Master’s Degree in 
ruminant nutrition. To further her training as a comparative nutritionist, she is currently studying carbohydrate metabolism 
and enzyme utilization in swine diets for her Ph.D. project at Iowa State University. She enjoys working with the swine 
industry to help answer relevant questions in pig nutrition and contribute toward the industry’s continued success and 
progress.  
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$1,500 Brice Leonard Memorial Sheep Scholarship 

Jared Wellik – Woden, IA                             Parents:  James and Carla Wellik   
 

Jared has been involved in the sheep industry his whole life.  Joining 4-H helped Jared get a better understanding of 
managing and making correct breeding decisions for his sheep flock.  Going to Iowa State University has given Jared 
multiple opportunities to get involved with clubs and organizations on campus.  Jared currently serves as the President of 
the Beginning Farmers’ Network, on the Bacon Expo Executive Committee, and is heavily involved in the Block & Bridle 
Club as a co-Chair for the new swine jackpot show, Co-Chair of the lamb sale, and a member of the grill team.  Jared has 
enjoyed helping younger 4-H’ers with the sheep and swine skill-a-thons at the Iowa State Fair.  He enjoys learning as much 
about the industry as he can so he will have the correct tools needed for a successful agriculture business after college. 
   

$1,500 Iowa Purebred Swine Council Scholarship 

Johnathan Triggs – Mount Ayr, IA                            Parents:  Kevin and Kathy Triggs   

 

Johnathan has demonstrated his passion and commitment to the swine industry through collegiate activities and through his 
own herd back home.  As an Animal Science major, he led Bacon Expo as the Treasurer for two years, served as a Chair 
for the new swine jackpot show, is a College of Agricultural and Life Sciences Ambassador, and a member of the Iowa State 
Livestock Judging team.  He has also served on the Homecoming Central Executive Committee.  Johnathan is very 
invested in their purebred Spotted and show pig operation back home.  He is spending his summer as a traveling sales 
territory intern for ADM where he will market multi-species feed.  Johnathan hopes to translate this to a full time opportunity 
to give farmers an outlet to trust with major decisions in their operation, as well as his own.  
 

$1,500 Iowa Purebred Swine Council Scholarship    

Luke Worden – Belmond, IA                              Parents:  Brian and Joni Worden  

 

Luke has displayed success through academics, sports, and showing pigs.  He has received numerous awards including 
the Chicago Trip, Danforth Leadership and AK-SAR-BEN Achievement Awards, the Swine and Diversified Livestock 
Proficiency Awards as well as earning his Iowa Degree.  Luke is a 5th generation livestock producer and has taken great 
pride in his family’s show pig and purebred operation.  He enjoys exhibiting pigs all across the country, making breeding 
decisions for his herd, and assisting customers to help them succeed.  Luke enjoys learning all aspects of the industry and 
knows furthering his education in the agriculture industry will help better his own operation.  He plans to attend Iowa 
Western Community College, majoring in Agriculture Business/Agriculture Transfer.  
 

$1,500 Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement Scholarship    

Dannielle McCorkel – Adair, IA                                       Parents:  Jacqueline and the late Patrick McCorkel 
 

Dannielle has been very active in 4-H and FFA activities and continues to be as a co-leader of her Guthrie County 4-H Club. 
She has also earned her Iowa Degree and working towards her American FFA Degree.  This Animal Science major at Iowa 
State University carefully plans her summers and college semesters to accommodate her thirst for knowledge of her true 
passion in the beef and poultry industries. Dannielle is actively involved in the Beef and Poultry Interest Groups of Block & 
Bridle, serving as the President of the Poultry Interest Group. She accounts her success, hard work and determination to 
the many values that her agriculture involvement has taught her and hopes to help cultivate other young agriculture 
enthusiasts in the same positive way. 
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$1,500 Iowa Foundation for Agricultural Advancement Scholarship    

Sarah Heiller – Madrid, IA                             Parents:  Tim and Vicki Heiller 

 

Sarah is looking forward to beginning her journey in Animal Science at Iowa State University.  She is passionate about the 
swine and meat sciences and it is clear she has a focused career vision to help influence the use of technology to improve 
the availability of affordable, wholesome and plentiful protein.  Sarah combined these interests when researching and 
writing her World Food Prize paper focusing on applications to improve protein deficiency in the world through meat science 
and genetics, mainly in swine.  An active participant in 4-H and FFA, she has served as club officer for nine years as well as 
student volunteer and leader in the Boone County PEEWEE Swine Show.  Sarah also spends much of her time involved in 
school, church and community activities. 
 

$1,500 Dean & Adele Bowden Scholarship     

Colby Lafrenz – Maysville, IA                             Parents:  Jim and Dana Lafrenz 

 

A recent graduate of North Scott, Colby is preparing to attend Iowa State University this fall majoring in Agricultural 
Engineering.  This choice combines his two passions – engineering and business.  Growing up on a family farm surrounded 
by agriculture, Colby’s interest of fixing and building things was born.  Starting in the 4th grade, Colby has completed a 
science, mechanics and engineering project all nine years of his 4-H career.  He earned the National I Dare You Leadership 
Award this past January.  Colby is not only an active leader in his 4-H Club, but finds time to assist local neighbors in their 
agronomy operations.  He is a member of National Honor Society and Phi-Theta-Kappa Honor Society.  He has still found 
time to develop his passion in engineering through his selection as an Explorer for the John Deere Davenport Works 
Engineering Program.  
 

$1,500 Zoetis Swine Scholarship  

Lexi Delaney – DeWitt, IA                             Parents:  David and Tami Delaney  

 

Lexi’s passion for the swine and beef industry started on her diversified family farm, naturally leading her into active and 
successful roles within 4-H and FFA.  Her leadership roles have since blossomed into her outstanding involvement with the 
Iowa Swine Jackpot Series, multiple Block & Bridle leadership and committee roles, and participating on the National Agri-
Marketing Association’s competitive presentation team.  Lexi was recently elected as a Director of the National Junior Swine 
Association.  She states “she has had great role models to look up to in the industry and she now looks forward to becoming 
a role model for the youth of the industry.”  Lexi is currently double majoring in Animal Science and Life Sciences Education-
Communication option at Iowa State, after which she plans to work in consumer and producer education within the swine 
industry. 
 

$1,000 Iowa Pork Producers Scholarship    

Ashley Smeby – Klemme, IA                             Parents:  Todd and Tracy Smeby 

 

Growing up on a commercial swine farm, Ashley learned very quickly the importance of a strong work ethic and 
responsibility.  Her involvement of exhibiting swine at local, state and regional levels has peaked her interest to improve her 
family’s hogs quality through genetics, feed management and nutrition.  Ashley is attending Iowa State University majoring 
in Agronomy and staying actively involved in her swine roots.  She is currently the 2016 Premier Youth Ambassador for the 
Iowa Pork Producers Youth Leadership Team and continues to advocate for the agriculture industry as a whole through her 
blog, ‘The Journey By Ashley.’  At Iowa State she is also actively involved in Block & Bridle serving as committee chairs and 
Treasurer.  Sigma Alpha Delta, Dance Marathon, Iowa State Corn Growers Club, and the Bacon Expo are other ISU 
activities. 
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$1,000 Iowa Pork Producers Scholarship   

Holly Cook – Winthrop, IA                             Parents:  Aaron and Patricia Cook 

 

Very few are fortunate enough to realize their passion at a young age, Holly is one of those few.  Her dedication to the pork 
industry began at a very young age in her active role in the family’s farrow to finish hog operation.  Selected as the 2016 
Iowa Pork Queen, she is embracing the opportunity to “ag” vocate to those unfamiliar with modern pork production, by 
sharing her passion and experiences to exert a positive influence on the industry.  Holly has served as Treasurer, VP and 
President of her FFA Chapter as well as President of her 4-H Club.  Throughout high school she remained involved in 
sports, music, student council, National Honor Society and tutoring.  Holly plans to attend Iowa State University this fall 
majoring in Agricultural Business. 
 

$1,000 The Maschhoffs Pork Industry Scholarship     

Jordan Travis – Pleasant Hill, IA                            Parents:  Sean and Darcy Travis 

 

A graduate of Southeast Polk, Jordan has been an active leader in 4-H and FFA serving as 4-H Club President and the 
County Inspiration Team.  Jordan will be majoring in Animal Science at Iowa State University this fall.  She has thoroughly 
enjoyed her involvement with her grandparents and aunt and uncles hog operations, which allows her to participate in the 
swine industry and develop her understanding of genetics.  Jordan states, “4-H has assisted in defining and strengthening 
her leadership skills.”  This is evident through her extensive leadership roles throughout high school where she has been 
involved in Interact Club, Combat Hunger food drives, Pennies for Patients fundraisers, Care for Children Organization, 
National Honors Society, Spanish Club, Teen Leadership Conference, Skills USA and assisting with the Governor’s Award 
Program. 
 

$1,000 James Lettow & Family Swine Scholarship    

Kale Boysen – Morning Sun, IA                             Parents:  Duane and Jodi Boysen 

 

Kale credits his love for the swine industry to his father, working side by side with him in the farrowing and nursery barns 
starting at a young age.  He and his brothers now run the family show pig operation, consisting of 14 sows, from which they 
show themselves and sell to other 4-H and FFA members.  Kale is a four time Iowa State Fair Swine Showmanship 
Champion, bringing a real life meaning to the phrase, “You can buy a hog but not a showman.”  Kale has not only been a 
successful showman but a dedicated leader and participating member throughout his 4-H and FFA career.  As 4-H and FFA 
does so well, these organizations led Kale to his involvement in the Black Hawk East College Livestock Judging Team, 
where he placed 2nd high individual at the National Barrow Show.  Realizing his passion for livestock judging he plans to 
attend Iowa State University this fall and compete on the ISU Judging Team. 
 

$1,500 John & Emily Putney Scholarship 

Cole Jamison – Anamosa, IA                             Parents:  Andy and Becky Jamison 

 

Cole will be attending Iowa State University to study Animal Science and minor in Agronomy.  He has been active in 4-H 
and FFA, working as a camp counselor, attending leadership conferences and serving as his 4-H Club President and FFA 
Chapter Vice-President.  Cole has worked exponentially hard striving to keep his grandfather and father’s legacy and love 
for the cattle industry alive.  He understands the importance of genetic improvement within his herd to not only fit show ring 
needs but that of producing a better animal.  He has very successfully shown swine and beef at the Iowa State Fair.  Cole 
remained on Honor Roll throughout high school and made the Kirkwood Academy Dean’s List as well.  He plans to further 
his knowledge of the beef and swine industries while at Iowa State and graduate into a nutrition or agronomist position that 
allows him to remain active in a rural setting and continue raising cattle. 
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$1,500 Russ Brannen/Kent Nutrition Group Memorial Beef Scholarship    

Regan Shockley – Dexter, IA                             Parents:  Rusty and Michelle Shockley 

 

Regan is passionate about the beef industry, having been born into the family beef production operation.  In her early years, 
starting at age eight, her interest in beef cattle grew through her involvement and great success at beef cattle exhibitions 
through IJBBA, 4-H and FFA.  Her leadership activities include officer positions in both 4-H and FFA.  Regan also 
participated in numerous FFA contests at district, state and national level.  Her successes through these organizations led 
her to an opportunity to develop numerous entrepreneurial skills working for Signature Signs.  She will pursue a double 
major in Ag Education and Ag Business at Iowa State.  Regan states that for her, passion for agriculture is making a 
commitment to be involved in the agriculture sector for life.  A career within the beef industry after college will help foster this 
passion she feels for agriculture within the youth of the industry. 
 

$1,000 Schlutz Family Beef Breeding Scholarship    

Matthew Schroeder – Radcliffe, IA                            Parents:  Mark and Julie Schroeder 

 

Matthew will be an incoming freshman at Iowa State University this fall majoring in Animal Science.  He has a strong 
interest in beef production and genetics.  His enjoyment of the beef industry began with his first bucket calf in kindergarten.  
Fueled by his successes through 4-H and FFA within the beef industry, Matthew’s operation has evolved into development 
of his own cow herd to produce his show steers and heifers.  He has served as President of his 4-H Club and FFA Chapter.  
Matthew has been involved in Student Council, Dance Marathon, toy drives, food drives, National Honor Society, HOIC 
Honor Choir, Large Group Speech, Individual Speech, basketball, plays and musicals; all of which he has held offices, 
organized and/or assisted in service projects and events. 
 

$1,000 Iowa Cattlemen’s Foundation Scholarship     

Megan Pretz – Columbus Junction, IA                            Parents:  Michael and Dayle Pretz 

 

Megan’s life has revolved around the cattle industry.  Growing up on a small commercial and Angus beef cattle operation in 
southeast Iowa sparked her passion at a young age.  Megan has been showing beef cattle competitively for the past 11 
years at local and state levels including IJBBA Jackpot Shows.  As a senior at Iowa State University, her Animal Science 
and college activities include Block & Bridle Secretary, CALS Student Council Representative, Sigma Alpha Professional 
Agricultural Sorority member, and Publicity Chair for Alpha Zeta Agriculture Honor Fraternity.  Megan remains active in FFA 
where she completed her Beef Production SAE to earn her Iowa Degree.  She has had internships with AgVantage FS, 
Iowa Beef Center and the Kent Nutrition Group. 
 

$1,000 Iowa Cattlemen’s Foundation Scholarship     

Madeline Herring – Cedar Falls, IA                            Parents:  Paul and Chris Herring 

 

Madeline will be attending Iowa State University majoring in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinanrian option.  To get ahead of her 
studies she has job shadowed at Collison Embryo, TransOva Genetics and Degener-Juhl Sow Farm.  She is currently 
taking a bovine artificial insemination class at her local community college.  Madeline started her own Angus cow/calf 
operation at the family farm for her FFA SAE and competed at the Iowa Beef Expo with her beef judging team.  She has 
also served as an advocate for the industry as the 2014 Black Hawk County Beef Queen.  Madeline is also passionate 
about the swine industry and is currently serving as the 2016 Black Hawk County Pork Queen.  She was a Black Hawk 
County Council Member, State 4-H Council Member, and officer within her local 4-H Club and FFA Chapter.  Madeline 
believes these leadership positions are what have made her a better public speaker and role model. 
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$1,000 Story County Cattleman’s Association Scholarship      

Erik Fevold – Nevada, IA                             Parents:  Timothy and Phyllis Fevold 

 

“Corn, Corn, It’s All About Corn” was Erik’s 4-H Communication project that earned a Seal of Excellence and initiated his 
interest in genetically modified organisms.  Throughout his 4-H and FFA career GMO’s and beef cattle have been a 
recombinant theme.  Erik is the current President of his 4-H Club and FFA Chapter, been named Premier Beef Exhibitor of 
Story County, attended Boys State and the Washington Leadership Conference.  He has earned his Iowa Degree as well as 
numerous other FFA recognitions.  Erik will be attending Iowa State University this fall to study Plant Biology and Plant 
Genetics.  He states, “The time others have invested in me, made me realize that giving to the community, family and 
friends is one of the most important things you can do.” 
 

$1,000 Clayton & Colton Novak Memorial Scholarship      

Trevor Kluver – Britt, IA                              Parents:  Lynn and DeEtta Kluver 

 

Trevor is headed to Iowa State University to major in Agriculture Studies.  Trevor has been actively involved with Hereford 
breeding beef since the 4th grade.  He currently owns two registered Hereford breeding heifers and a three-year old bull.  
Trevor has had great success with his Herefords, not only in the show ring but also within his FFA chapter by receiving the 
FFA Beef Production Award.  He has been active in livestock judging, numerous FFA contests and excelled in 
showmanship.  Serving offices in his local 4-H Club, on County Council and FFA Chapter activities has kept Trevor busy.  
He makes time to participate in numerous community service activities and his local church events and programs as well.  
He plans to grow his cow/calf herd and operate the family farm in the future. 
 

$1,000 Fisher Suffolks Scholarship     

James Leonard – Newton, IA                             Parents:  Timothy and Michele Leonard 

 

James has exhibited sheep for 11 years at the county, state, regional and national levels.  In addition to numerous 
champions he was named a Premier Sheep Exhibitor at the Iowa State Fair.  He takes pride in the ewes he has purchased 
and shown are retained to create his own flock.  Coupled with his formal university studies, James has taken the time to 
assist another producer in the caring, breeding and lambing of his flock, in order to learn valuable hands on knowledge and 
experience he can apply to his own flock.  James will be a senior at Iowa State University majoring in Ag Business.  When 
he is not actively showing or caring for his flock, James can be found participating in Block & Bridle Club, Ag Business Club 
and FFA.  James has received both the FFA Iowa Degree and American Degree.  He has served as a district and state FFA 
officer. 
 

$1,000 Fareway Stores Scholarship  

Tayler Etzel – Alburnett, IA                             Parents:  Mike Wagner and Deborah Etzel 
 

As a senior at Iowa State University studying Ag Business with a minor in Animal Science, Tayler indicated that raising and 
exhibiting beef cattle and swine through 4-H and FFA have taught her about hard work, responsibility, compassion and 
integrity.  Her interests flourished throughout college, leading to her extracurricular activities including: Block & Bridle, Ag 
Business Club, and Sigma Alpha.  As Co-Chair of the Bacon Expo, she was instrumental in adding popular educational 
events. Tayler is dedicated to her future within the agriculture industry specifically involving beef and swine.  She has 
studied aboard in Spain to broaden her understanding of international agriculture trade and production.  Her focused efforts 
on her passions have provided her with the skill set to secure internships with Monsanto, Iowa Beef Expo, IFAA, and the 
American Feed Industry. 
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$1,000 Fareway Stores Scholarship  

Brooke Benning – Hampton, IA                             Parents:  Paul and Debra Benning 

 

Brooke will be an incoming freshman at Iowa State University majoring in Agricultural Business.  She started showing cattle 
at age five with her first bucket calf at the county fair and has since then very successfully competed at local, state and 
national levels. Brooke has started her own cattle business, breeding show heifers with highly sought after genetics to 
insure the best product will go to the consumer.  She has been actively involved and held offices in 4-H and FFA as well as 
the Iowa FFA State Program of Activities for the past two years.  Other activities include Student Council, Student 
Ambassadors, National Honor Society, and band.  Brooke indicates that her list of experiences and accomplishments would 
mean nothing without the interactions of the individuals she has met through them. 
 

$1,000 Theisen Home • Farm • Auto Scholarship   

Olivia Bisbee – Stacyville, IA                             Parents:  Jerry and Pat Bisbee  

 

Olivia is a recent transfer from North Iowa Area Community College to Iowa State University where she is majoring in 
Agricultural Business.  While she attended NIACC, she was a member of Student Senate.  Even though Olivia has been at 
Iowa State only a short amount of time, she did not hesitate to get involved.  Since joining Iowa States’ Block & Bridle Club 
in January, Olivia has helped with the Pork Congress Swine Judging Contest, Cyclone Classic Cattle Show and local FSQA 
trainings.  Helping put on these events has opened her eyes to the importance of volunteering and serving others.  Olivia 
has grown up in the swine industry and demonstrates her passion by serving as a 2016 Iowa Pork Ambassador as well as 
managing her own swine operation since 2007 from which she has shown pigs at the local, state and national level. 
 

$1,000 Key Cooperative Scholarship 

Rebecca Nellis – Fort Dodge, IA                            Parents:  Jeff and Ruth Nellis   

 

With a passion to end food insecurity in the United States, Rebecca is expanding her knowledge at Iowa State University as 
a Food Science major.  Because food insecurity involves political, sociological, and economical issues, she chose to double 
major in Agriculture & Society to learn more about these issues.  Rebecca takes advantage of opportunities on and off 
campus to learn about and discuss food issues and solutions including attending Hope for the Hungry in Des Moines.  Next 
fall, Rebecca will lead a hunger banquet on campus to raise awareness of food insecurity.  After graduation, Rebecca hopes 
to either conduct research or work in a food company with the purpose to help the malnourished and food insecurity.  
 

$1,000 Brock Grain Systems Scholarship   

Trygve Lien – Castalia, IA                             Parents:  Kelly and Sandra Lien   

 

Trygve rents ten acres of land where he grows his own corn and soybeans to assist in his four SAE projects of  bee 
production, agronomic work, research and community service where he talks about the importance of soil, and plant health 
and custom harvesting.  Trygve works on his own agri-science test plot where he researches plant systems and then holds 
field days to share his findings to benefit other growers.  He started his own soil sampling service where he assists anyone 
on how to take a soil sample, how to send the sample to a lab for analysis, and how to properly read the analysis.  He has 
served on County 4-H Council, as an FFA officer and his Agri-Science Proficiency advanced to the national level.  Trgyve 
plans to attend Iowa State University majoring in Agronomy and Climatology.  
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$1,000 The Andersons Nutra-Flo Scholarship   

Emily Hugen – Monroe, IA                             Parents:  Eric and Kristi Hugen  

 

Emily will be attending Iowa State University in the fall majoring in Agronomy.  Emily was a part of a team that placed 6th in 
the state FFA Agronomy contest and she competed in the FFA Soils Judging contest for two years.  She was also a 
Wallace Carver Fellow at the National Laboratory of Agriculture and the Environment where she conducted research in corn 
and soybean plots to measure the photosynthetic rates.  She has served as her FFA Chapter President, a group leader at 
the World Food Prize Youth Institute and placed second at the Growmark Essay Contest.  When she gets to Iowa State, 
Emily will be a part of another research team through the National Laboratory of Agriculture and the Environment where she 
will collect soil research samples in a research plot to see how the soil organic carbon has changed over time.  
 

$1,000 Longnecker Fertilizer Agronomy Scholarship   

Samantha Riecks – New Hampton, IA                            Parents:  Carl and Kristen Reicks   

 

Growing up, Samantha has always enjoyed learning about how plants grow and how the soil and weather affect yields.  
When she got to high school, she learned more about plants and developed her own research project about waterhemp 
being resistant to glyphosate.  She was given the opportunity to be an intern at the China Agricultural University in Beijing 
as an assistant researcher in a biochemistry and plant physiology laboratory.  She began her own research project to find a 
gene in cotton that was responsible for salt stress.  Samantha has served as her 4-H Club President and FFA Officer as 
well as earned the Iowa Degree.  Samantha will bring her experiences and research to Iowa State University this fall where 
she will major in Agronomy and Plant Science.  

 
$1,000 Bob & Rachel Holst Agriculture Scholarship    

Danielle James – Minburn, IA                             Parents:  Mark and Tammy James  

 

Danielle has displayed great leadership and dedication to the agricultural industry in her time at Iowa State University. While 
being an Animal Science major with an Agriculture Education minor, Danielle has found time to excel in the classroom as 
well as hold leadership positions in Block & Bridle, Sigma Alpha and serve as an Animal Science peer mentor.  Danielle 
grew up surrounded by countless aspects that comprise the agriculture industry.  She has always been passionate 
specifically about the swine industry and hopes to become a highly respected educator and advocator for production 
agriculture, especially swine.  She has an aspiration and an ongoing ambition to analyze and discover factors that will lead 
to optimum communication between producers and the public to create industry change.  
 

$1,000 Iowa Poultry Association Scholarship    

Emily Martins – Fairbank, IA                             Parents:  Doug and Janice Martins   

 

Emily operates her own poultry business where she produces broilers and eggs year round for many customers.  She has 
had success exhibiting poultry at the county and state level in both 4-H and FFA.  Her FFA poultry proficiency record book 
was chosen top in Iowa and placed in the top four in the nation.  Because of this recognition, Emily was awarded a trip to 
Costa Rica for an agriculture education seminar.  Emily has been President of her 4-H Club, a two-year officer in FFA and a 
member of the Buchanan County Youth Council.  She plans to specialize in Poultry Science at Iowa State University and 
hopes to seek employment in the poultry industry upon graduation.  Iowa egg production is ranked number one in the nation 
and is continuing to grow, thus, Emily strives to make a positive impact to the poultry industry in Iowa.  
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$1,000 Custom Builders Inc. / EPS Buildings Scholarship   

Amber Hammes – Ankeny, IA                             Parents:  Scott Hammes and Cindy Hammes   

 

Amber always knew she wanted to attend Iowa State University to pursue an agriculture degree.  She has been active in 
the Block & Bridle Club and Veishea as well as Vice President of Sigma Alpha.  As a senior, Amber has taken every chance 
possible to travel around the world to learn about all aspects of the agriculture industry.  Amber was able to do an internship 
with the American Quarter Horse Associations last spring in Amarillo, Texas as the Marketing and Publicity Intern.  She has 
been able to study abroad in New Zealand to learn about foreign agricultural systems and looks forward to taking a class on 
Brazilian agriculture next fall.  She hopes to have the opportunity to utilize her international business skills in the future by 
working for a company with a global reach and educating people about how their food is produced.  
 

$500 Dewey Tucker Family Scholarship   

Brittany Hornor – Albert, IA                             Parents:  Kyle and Laurie Hornor  

 

On Brittany’s family farm, they raise and show all of their cattle and swine projects.  She displays a passion for the 
agriculture industry by volunteering and help providing experiences to younger members of her 4-H club.  Brittany helped 
start a Swine Challenge project at her farm that allowed 4-H members who could not previously show have the opportunity 
to exhibit pigs at the county fair through their assistance at her farm.  Brittany served on County 4-H Council and 
volunteered for several community service projects.  Coupled with these  experiences through 4-H, FFA, Swine Challenge 
program, and job shadowing for a veterinarian, Brittany has decided to attend Iowa State University to pursue a career as a 
Veterinarian.    
 

$500 Dewey Tucker Family Scholarship   

Kasey Lane – Scranton, IA                             Parents:  Mark and Jennifer Miller  

 

Starting out her first year in 4-H with her first bucket bottle calf Kasey was instantly hooked.  With a love for both 4-H and 
cattle, she continued exhibiting her family’s cattle throughout the remainder of her 4-H career.  Kasey is currently the 
President of her 4-H Club and also the President of the Young Leaders Group.  She serves as the Vice President of the 
senior class and the Vice President of the Student Council.  She enjoys adapting skills from these positions while being a 
role model to younger 4-H members.  She states, “I try to show younger members that if you try and work hard, good things 
will happen.”  Kasey plans on attending Iowa State University majoring in Animal Science/Ag Business and aspires to 
become an agriculture loan officer after graduation.  
 

$500 Western Edge Scholarship   

Sarah Godfredsen – Webster City, IA                            Parents:  Ron and Renee Godfredsen  

 

As a nine-year 4-H member, Sarah has been involved in countless Equestrian competitions at all levels, winning numerous 
championships.  Through 4-H she has developed the necessary skills on caring for her horses and being able to be 
successful at the fair.  Sarah has had the opportunity to be on the 4-H Senior County Council and be awarded the 4-H 
Citizenship Washington Focus trip, an Iowa State Horse Jamboree award winner and a junior project leader.  Sarah enjoys 
giving back to her community and state and wants to continue promoting and supporting 4-H and the many other programs 
she has been fortunate enough to be involved in.  Sarah plans to pursue at Bachelor’s Degree in Animal Science and hopes 
to attend the school of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State University.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2016 WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

$500 Iowa State Fair FFA Blue & Gold Gilt Sale Scholarship   

Amanda Anderson – Algona, IA                             Parents:  Matt and Dini Anderson   

 

Much of Amanda’s time spent in the agriculture industry has primarily been focused around swine.  She has participated in 
showing swine at the county fair and state fair since she joined 4-H.  She has been able to conduct research on PEDv, work 
alongside her father, a swine veterinarian, and provided lessons for younger 4-H and FFA members about caring for and 
training show pigs.  Amanda enjoys advocating for the industry and was able to serve 15,000 FFA members through her 
position as the Iowa FFA Reporter.  At Iowa State she has served as Publicity Chair of Block & Bridle and been active in 
Pre-Vet Club.  Amanda plans to attend Veterinary school at Iowa State University after receiving her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Animal Science.  
 

$500 Iowa State Fair FFA Blue & Gold Gilt Sale Scholarship   

Jake Lilienthal – New Liberty, IA                            Parents:  Mike and Stephanie Lilienthal   

 

Starting at an early age, Jake was exhibiting swine at a county and state level.  Growing up on a swine farm has helped 
Jake develop a passion for the swine industry.  Showing pigs helped him not only gain knowledge and experience around 
swine, but also drove Jake to become further involved in 4-H and FFA by holding leadership positions within his club.  Jake 
was the farm manager for his FFA chapter’s swine facility and herd.  These skills followed Jake to college, as he has been 
able to hold leadership positions within his fraternity, Alpha Gamma Rho, and volunteer his time helping with the Farm 
Operations Club and Iowa Corn Growers Association.  Upon graduation from Iowa State University, Jake plans to involve 
himself in the swine industry as a producer on his family farm.  
 

$500 Iowa State Fair FFA Blue & Gold Gilt Sale Scholarship   

Tucker Barickman – Garner, IA                             Parents:  Daniel and Julie Barickman   

 

Being a member of the Iowa Swine Jackpot Series and his local 4-H and FFA Chapter, Tucker exhibits swine multiple times 
throughout the summer.  Tucker breeds show pigs to raise and sell to local 4-H and FFA members.  He enjoys offering 
assistance and guidance to help them become more accomplished in the show ring.  Tucker has served as President of the 
Iowa FFA Chapter, where he was instrumental in building a new greenhouse.  Tucker will be a freshman this fall at Iowa 
State University where he will major in Agriculture Studies with a minor in Communications.  While being enrolled in the 
Business Academy offered for seniors, Tucker has spent his job shadowing hours observing a Feed Mill Specialist to gain a 
better understanding of swine nutrition and how nutrient affects growth and development of swine.  
 

$500 Iowa State Fair FFA Blue & Gold Gilt Sale Scholarship   

Jake Goecke – Marshalltown, IA                            Parents:  Bill and Shelley Goecke   

 

Jake will be a freshman this fall at Iowa State University where he plans to major in Agriculture Systems Technology.  Jake 
has been able to develop an interest and skills in swine management through his swine livestock projects in 4-H and FFA.   
Jake states, “My working knowledge of the effort and expense needed to successfully purchase, raise, and market livestock 
will be directly applied to my future career.”  Through many livestock projects, his communications skills have improved, 
preparing him for his future career in agriculture. He has served as President of the West Marshall FFA Chapter for two 
consecutive years.  Jake looks forward to incorporate an Agricultural Systems Technology degree into his family farm with 
diversity and new technology skills learned at Iowa State University.  
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$500 Tall Corn Meat Goat Wether Association Scholarship   

Sydney Klimesh – Calmar, IA                                             Parents:  Keith Klimesh and Laurie Musselman 

 

Sydney started raising and showing market goats four years ago and it quickly became a passion of hers.  She has been 
able to stay involved while at college by showing at the state fair and national shows.  As an Agricultural Engineering major 
at Iowa State University, Sydney has chosen to specialize in Animal Production Systems which focuses on the design and 
evaluation of production facilities such as air quality, accessibility, ventilation and efficiency.  She is very active at ISU in 
Women in Science and Engineering as well as the Society of Women Engineers Chapter.  Sydney knew after spending 
many years producing show animals that she wanted to purse a degree within agriculture and has a goal of being at the 
forefront of this industry upon graduation.  
 

$500 Stockman’s Inn Scholarship for Ag Business   

Izak Christensen – Riceville, IA                             Parents:  Kelly and Audrey Christensen  

 

Izak has a strong interest in commodity merchandising and has gotten experience through various internships.  He enjoys 
analyzing the agricultural markets and is able to do so on campus through participating in organizations such as the 
Agricultural Marketing and Management Organizations.  Izak serves as the Sr. CALS Council Representative for the Iowa 
State University Agricultural Business Club.  Izak plans to graduate from Iowa State with a Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural 
Business and Agronomy and is considering graduate school in Agricultural Economics or a Master’s of Business 
Administrations.  Izak looks forward to advancing in the agribusiness firm where he works in order to take leadership 
positions similar to the way he has in organizations on campus.  He hopes to return to the family farm where he can be an 
advocate for agriculture and participate in agriculture organizations.  
 

$2,000 Mark Pearson Memorial 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Lexie Berry – Sac City, IA                             Parents:  Keith and Shelli Berry  

 

Lexie will major in Ag Business and Ag Communications as she starts her college career at Iowa State University this fall.  
She has been very successful in exhibiting sheep and swine at the local, state, and national level.  A few of her honors are 
the Champion Market Lamb at AK-SAR-BEN and Reserve 4-H Breeding Ewe at the Iowa State Fair as well as the 
Champion 4-H Market Hog at the Iowa State Fair.  Very active in both 4-H and FFA, Lexie has served as chapter Treasurer, 
participated in livestock judging, was chairman of the East Sac FFA Swine Committee and Recruitment Committee.  She 
also has been very successful in showmanship contests which she feels is a great learning aspect that gives everyone an 
opportunity to present themselves and their project to the best of their abilities.  Lexie plans to obtain a position in livestock 
advertisement/communications after graduation. 
 

$1,000 Hy-Vee/4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Attylissa Bailey – Hamilton, IA                             Parents:  Ryan and Allyson Bailey   

 

Attylissa has been very active in 4-H since 4th grade; participating very successfully in poultry, goat, food and nutrition, 
photography, sewing, horticulture and visual arts projects.  She has served as the Marion County and Iowa State Fair 
Poultry Queen.  She has advanced to the state fair competition for the past seven years with a static exhibit.  Attylissa has 
strived to be a role model for younger exhibitors as she has served as President, Vice President, Secretary and Historian of 
her 4-H Club.  She was a Marion County Poultry Committee Founder and Chairman as well as serving on the Marion 
County 4-H Council the past four years.  Attylissa will major in Ag Business at Iowa State.  She states, “I am grateful to have 
been raised in a farming family and hope to be able to work with farmers in the future to help with their concerns and 
needs.” 
 
 
 
 



2016 WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

$1,000 Hy-Vee/4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Samantha Beckman – Danville, IA                            Parents:  Evan and Patty Beckman   

 

Exhibiting and working with animals in 4-H led Samantha to a major in Animal Science at Iowa State University.  She started 
with halter calf and lamb projects and went on to show cattle, sheep, goats and swine at the county and state level.  She 
has served as President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer of her 4-H Club.  In FFA Samantha participated in the 
State Ag Sales and Chapter Exhibit contests.  She openly enrolled in her current school as a junior to be able to participate 
in an FFA Chapter.  Samantha served as a decision maker for the Chapter Farm.  A member of the Des Moines County 
Teen Council, she enjoyed a variety of educational activities to give back to the community as well as fun activities that kept 
both members as well as adults involved.  Samantha will major in Animal Science at ISU and plans to work in agriculture 
since she feels our country depends on agriculture in many aspects. 
 

$1,000 Hy-Vee/4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Jackson Bishop – Indianola, IA                             Parents:  Jamie and Rhonda Bishop   

 

During the past 10 years in 4-H, Jackson has developed a 25 head cowherd while learning how to manage all facets of the 
operation including feeding, breeding, nutrition and health.  Jackson has exhibited breeding heifers at Warren County, Iowa 
State Fair, AK-SAR-BEN, Iowa Junior Beef Breeders Association Shows and at three different National Breed Association 
Shows.  To further his knowledge in the livestock industry, he has attended numerous nutrition, breeding and animal 
care/fitting courses hosted by various livestock industries.  He has completed an artificial cattle breeding class and has been 
artificially breeding his cattle herd since he was 15.  He served as President and Vice President of his 4-H Club and takes 
great pride and a feeling of accomplishment working with younger members and helping them with their projects.  Jackson 
will major in Animal Science at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Madeleine Bretey – Boone, IA                             Parents:  Eric and Melanie Bretey    

 

Not only has Madeleine served on the Boone County 4-H and Iowa State 4-H Councils; she was one of eight youth in the 
United States to represent National 4-H.  She helped design a National Congress that hosted 1,000 4-H youth.  As a 
member of the Culturally Based Youth Leadership Accelerators she participated in two CYLA retreats to help participants 
grow their self-confidence, understanding of culture and knowledge of the 4-H program.  Madeleine has also served as the 
Co-Coordinator of the 4-H Visual Arts Department at the Iowa State Fair.  She received a State Fair Food & Nutrition ISU 
Scholarship for her innovative new recipe for a peanut butter substitute made from sunflower seeds.  After being involved in 
learning about agronomy, conservation and crop production through 4-H, Madeleine has chosen to major in Agronomy at 
Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Jacob Burt – Marshalltown, IA                             Parents:  Allen and Dee Burt   

 

With the desire to help farmers across America by making their work more efficient through improved agriculture machinery, 
Jacob will major in Agriculture Systems Technology at Iowa State University.  Jacob has a passion for the swine industry 
and had gratifying success showing swine at the county and state level.  He treasures his Champion Junior and 
Intermediate County Showmanship Awards along with the Iowa State Fair Showmanship Belt Buckle.  Jacob has also 
shown beef earning the 3rd place Beef of Merit project award at the State Fair.  He has served as President of his 4-H Club 
as well as President of the National Honor Society, Senior Class President and Secretary of Student Council.  He states, 
“4-H pushed me out of my comfort zone to become a leader and a role model for younger members.” 
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$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Tanner Burton – Davis City, IA                             Parents:  Tim and Erin Burton   

 

Tanner has served as President and Junior 4-H Leader of his 4-H Club.  As a member of the Decatur County Youth Council 
he was a leader in planning community and county fair activities.  Tanner also served as Vice President of the Lamoni FFA 
Chapter.  He has been active in livestock and soil judging and has worked with the Little Hands On The Farm at the Iowa 
State Fair.  He has shown swine and beef since 4th grade at the state, area and local shows.  Tanner has also actively 
participated in crop production projects.  He states, “I strive to teach the values of 4-H, giving back to the community through 
386 hours of community projects.  I want to make a difference in agriculture in the world today.”  Tanner will major in Animal 
Science at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Alex Fouts – Cedar Falls, IA                                         Parents:  James Fouts and Heather Danner  

 

Alex has had a wide variety of animal projects including sheep, goats, horses and rabbits; however his passion is swine.  
Working 35 to 40 hours a week at the Degener-Juhl swine farm was the start to a career doing what he loves.  He was the 
2015 and 2016 Black Hawk County Pork Ambassador.  Alex has served as his 4-H Club President, on the Black Hawk 
County Council as Vice President and was the Black Hawk County Fair King.  He has attended the State 4-H Conference 
and the Washington Leadership Conference.  He has participated in horse judging, ag sales, ag issues and perceptions 
winning several state awards. He will compete at the national level in Marketing Plan.  Alex plans to major in Animal 
Science, Pre-Veterinarian option at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Kelsey Gerwig – Winterset, IA                             Parents:  Todd and Irene Gerwig   

 

Kelsey has been a 4-H youth leader helping with Cloverbuds, Llamas, Cake Decorating and Woolspinning.  Currently she is 
a member of the Madison County 4-H Youth Council and her club’s representative to the Madison County 4-H & Youth 
Committee.  Kelsey has market hog, market lambs and chicken projects; however her definite favorite is Camelids 
(Llamas/Alpacas).  Raising llamas for 10 years she has been intrigued by their ability to produce some of the softest fiber in 
the world on so little feed and water.  She indicates, “Animal projects are more than simply caring and showing the animals; 
one needs to understand the pros and cons of available technology.”  Kelsey has developed a strong drive to become a 
veterinarian by shadowing several veterinarians and through 4-H vet science projects.  An Animal Science, Pre-Veterinary 
option major awaits her at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Brianna Goecke – Audubon, IA                             Parents:  Jim and Kim Goecke    

 

Brianna plans to major in Animal Science at Iowa State University.  She states, “I have always had a love and passion for 
horses. As I grew up I read every book available and listened to experienced horse owners to learn more about horses.”  
She enjoys teaching other 4-H members about caring for and showing horses.  She has enjoyed showing her horses at the 
Iowa State Fair and 4-H Horse Shows the past three years and meeting and learning from other exhibitors.  Brianna has 
been a 4-H Club officer for three years, President and Secretary of her FFA Chapter and attended the Washington 
Leadership Conference.  She is a Borlaug Scholar from the World Food Prize Iowa Institute at Iowa State.  Her future goal 
is to find a career field in agriculture because of the passion she has developed through 4-H and FFA. 
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$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Alek Goll – Garner, IA                              Parents:  Daniel and Traci Goll   

 

Alek has a strong passion for the swine industry; specifically the genetics and raising show pigs.  Between his two siblings 
and himself they maintain a 20 head sow herd.  In addition to the joy of showing pigs he bred and raised, Alek also enjoys 
helping “town” kids have the experience of raising and showing pigs.  He has been a 4-H officer for four years including 
President of his 4-H Club and served two years on the Hancock County 4-H Youth Council.  He has also served as Vice-
President of his FFA Chapter and received four project proficiency awards including the Swine Production Award.  Alek has 
also excelled in swine showmanship and livestock judging.  He indicates, “Participating in numerous projects and 
competitions has been educational and taught me to keep trying even when some were not that successful.”  Alek will major 
in Animal Science at Iowa State University this fall.  
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Kathryn Groenenboom – Oskaloosa, IA                            Parents:  Joel and Laura Groenenboom   

 

Kathryn has not only exhibited swine during her 4-H career, but has been an integral part of her families commercial hog 
operation.  Growing up in a family of 12 children with several siblings that are physically challenged, Kathryn has spent 
numerous hours helping them select, raise and show their swine projects.  She states, “Being a leader comes with many 
commitments that can be hard at times; however through 4-H I have learned to show responsibility and passion for those in 
my group.”  In 4-H, Kathryn has served as Secretary, Vice President and President of her club.  She has also served on the 
Mahaska County Teen Council and volunteered for numerous 4-H and community projects.  She has continued to work on 
some of them even though they are no longer a 4-H club event.  Kathryn will major in Animal Science at Iowa State 
University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Mitchell Hanson – La Porte City, IA                            Parents:  Robert and Maureen Hanson   

 

Mitchell has indicated, “The experience I have had participating in 4-H livestock judging events has shaped my love for 
animal agriculture. The peers, mentors and the owners of the many livestock operations we had the opportunity to visit have 
had an indelible influence on my life.”  After winning the high individual and second in oral reasons at the State 4-H 
Livestock Judging Contests, he and his team have had the opportunity to represent Iowa at several regional and national 
contests.  Mitchell also enjoys showing dairy and beef cattle and working for cattlemen in the area.  His leadership activities 
include Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer of his 4-H Club, FFA Chapter Vice President, Junior Camp Counselor and 
Benton County 4-H Youth Council.  Mitchell plans to major in Agriculture Studies/Animal Science at Iowa State University 
with a hope to continue on in graduate school. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Ryley Heffron – Melrose, IA                             Parents:  Steve and Karla Heffron   

 

A major in Ag Business awaits Ryley at Iowa State University.  He has a passion for beef and swine production.  He has 
shown registered Simmental cattle at the county level and at the Iowa Beef Expo as well as swine in the Iowa Jackpot 
Series.  His swine exhibits have included showing Chester Whites at the Iowa State Fair.  He has been President of his 4-H 
Club and President of the Chariton FFA Chapter.  He states, “Agriculture is something that everyone needs to understand 
and be aware of.  I have tried through my leadership position to contribute to this belief.”  Ryley has also participated in 
numerous community service projects.  He plans to major in Ag Business at Iowa State University.  After college he plans to 
continue working on his family farm and to teach youth about agriculture. 
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$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Danielle Koester – Eagle Grove, IA                            Parents:  Tim and Colleen Koester   

 

Danielle has been very active in 4-H serving as President and Secretary of her club, been a member of 4-H Teen Council 
and a 4-H Junior Camp Counselor.  She loved working with a cabin of girls in 4th to 6th grade as well as working with young 
4-H members in Barnyard Olympics at the county fair and the Clover Kids county program.  Danielle selected to go on the 
Washington DC and Chicago trips.  She has shown purebred Berkshire and crossbred pigs at the county and state fair.  
She states, “Raising livestock has taught me how to be responsible and not rely on others to do my chores.” Other projects 
include horse as well as advancing to the Iowa State Fair in Food & Nutrition, Visual Arts, and Home Development.  
Danielle will major in Genetics at Iowa State University and hopes to apply her genetic training toward improving the swine 
industry. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Megan Lukas – Amana, IA                             Parents:  Allen and Amy Lukas    

 

Megan has a passion for taking care of our environment.  Taking college level courses in engineering in high school led her 
to a major in Biological System/Agriculture Engineering at Iowa State University.  Very active in 4-H, Megan has served on 
County Youth Council, State 4-H Council, State 4-H Ambassador, State 4-H Finance Committee and as National 4-H 
Congress delegate.  She is thankful for the chance to inspire youth across Iowa and the nation through these leadership 
positions.  She has had 17 4-H projects and a Share the Fun event selected for the Iowa State Fair from seven different 
project areas.  She indicates, “Our air, soil and water are indispensable resources that we must take care of.”  As a 
biological engineer she hopes to create technology to care for our earth. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Brent Meister – Kingsley, IA                             Parents:  Ronald and Denyse Meister   

 

Brent has been very successful showing swine for the past nine years.  However his most satisfaction has come from 
showmanship where he has won Senior Showmanship the past two years and tied for first in Overall Showmanship 
involving all species.  Brent has served as Vice President of his 4-H County Council where he has helped organize the Mad 
Scientist Camp, the Chore Olympics, Valentine’s party, Fall Family Festival, Midtown Summer Day Camp and Geo Cashe 
Dash.  He indicated, “All these helped me work as a team member and accomplish our goals.”  Brent has participated in 
livestock judging and enjoys attending clinics to further his knowledge in the livestock field.  He plans to major in Ag 
Production at Iowa Lakes Community College then return to the family farm. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Nathan Nedved – Britt, IA                             Parents:  Lewis and Andrea Nedved   

 

Nathan has served as his 4-H Club’s Secretary, Vice President and President, on the Hancock County Council and as 
Hancock County Executive Council’s President and Vice President.  He raises show calves which he has very competitively 
exhibited as well as sold to local 4-H and FFA members.  Brent rents 17 acres where he makes his own crop management 
decisions to gain experience in production agriculture.  He states, “I greatly appreciated the help with my projects when I 
first started.  Thus a major emphasis has been to help younger members with their projects.”  He has taught 4th graders the 
past seven years about farm safety, crop and livestock production at the Hancock County Ag Awareness Fair.  With a major 
in Agriculture Studies at Iowa State University, Nathan hopes to someday purchase the family farm and raise show cattle.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



2016 WINNER’S CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Kourtney Orr – Columbus City, IA                            Parents:  Donnie and Traci Orr  

 

Enjoying showing sheep for eight years, Kortney fell in love with the sheep industry.  She hopes to have her own flock to 
produce show lambs and share her passion with her future children.  She has won the county Champion Sheep 
Showmanship Award at the novice, junior and senior levels.  She has also had cattle and swine projects. Kortney has 
served on the Louisa County Council for four years, served as the Louisa County Fair Queen and as a Clover Kids mentor.  
She enjoys working with 4-H youth through Farm Safety Days, Petting Zoo, and Family Fun Night.  She has been an FFA 
Officer for two years and her high school Class President all four years.  Kortney will major in Horticulture at Iowa State, yet 
keep a strong interest in the livestock industry by joining animal swine related clubs at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Grace Rens – Larchwood, IA                             Parents:  Jerry and Lori Rens  

 

Grace started in the cattle business with five Jersey bucket calves that she finished out.  She now finishes out 100 head of 
Holstein steers.  This cattle experience has led her to a double major in Ag Business and Accounting at Iowa State 
University.  Grace also has exhibited show steers at the county and Iowa State Fairs.  She has led a market beef workshop 
for fourth through sixth graders from Lyon, Sioux, O’Brien and Osceola counties.  Grace has been a part of Lyon County    
4-H Council for four years and was her 4-H Club Treasurer for five years.  This past year, she served as the Northwest 
District FFA Treasurer.  She states, “Participating and qualifying for the State Extemporaneous Speaking competition in 
both 4-H and FFA tremendously improved my speaking skills and allowed me to better advocate for both 4-H and FFA 
organizations.” 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Haley Shope – Toledo, IA                             Parents:  Tod and Stacey Zeman   

 

Starting to show sheep at the age of six, Haley’s flock has grown to over 40 head.  A true advocate of the sheep industry, 
she gives a package of her home produced hamburgers and brats to any young 4-H members thinking about a lamb 
project.  Brown Swiss dairy projects are another passion.  A very special event for Haley was receiving the Tama County 
Grand Champion in the Dairy Show and receiving the Championship Plaque given in honor of her father who passed away 
in 2006.  Haley has been active in the World Leadership Conference, the Norman Borlaug World Food Prize Institute and 
Iowa Youth Institute.  Other state fair projects include horticulture, photography, wood working, cooking and communication.  
She will major in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinarian option at Iowa State University and plans to continue working with her 
sheep flock. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Claire Solsma – Sanborn, IA                             Parents:  Jay and Amy Solsma   

 

Claire has a desire to become an advocate for Agriculture at the state and national level.  To prepare she will major in 
Agriculture Communications with a minor in Political Science.  Since old enough to participate, Claire has never missed 
participating at the Iowa State Fair with her cattle and in horticulture with her pumpkin project.  Claire has been a part of the 
Iowa Hereford Association and active in the Iowa Junior Beef Breeds Association for 11 years.  Participating in the 
Governor’s steer show two years in a row was an amazing event for Claire.  She has served on the 4-H County Council and 
has been President of her 4-H Club as well as an FFA officer for two years.  Claire was also the co-founder of the HMS 
Cattle Show their chapter has hosted for six years which is sanctioned by the IJBBA. 
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$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Mateer Strong – Delta, IA                             Parents:  Roger and Kim Strong  

 

Mateer has been very successful with her equine projects at the county and state level.  She has been very dedicated not 
only to exhibiting but also learning about the Quarter Horse industry.  She was an ambassador to rodeo, worked behind the 
scenes of the race horse industry and taken an active role in the American Quarter Horse Association.  A project mentor in 
4-H, she worked with younger members and oversaw that they were well prepared at the county horse show.  Mateer has 
served as her club’s Secretary, Reporter, Treasurer and President as well as serving as Secretary and President of her FFA 
Chapter.  Active in public speaking she states, “These accomplishments in public speaking on various agriculture topics 
have enhanced my confidence and professionalism to aid me to effectively address agriculture issues to others.”  A double 
major in Ag Business and Animal Science awaits her at Iowa State University. 
 

$1,000 4-H/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Meranda Thimmes – Mechanicsville, IA                            Parents:  Tom and Malinda Thimmes   

 

Growing up on a 6th generation livestock and crop production farm, Meranda has a goal to return to the family farm to 
continue the tradition and make it more successful in the future.  To prepare for this goal she will attend Iowa State 
University and major in Ag Business and Agronomy.  Meranda has been active in livestock projects particularly beef.  She 
states, “Participating in competitive livestock shows has given her numerous learning opportunities by teaching 
responsibility, dedication to complete a task, the importance of communication and the value of decision making.”  Meranda 
has actively participated in livestock judging. She has been President and Treasurer of her 4-H Club.  As President of her 
FFA Chapter for two years when it became a new chapter was a great challenge but also a truly learning experience. 
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Wes Bedwell – New Virginia, IA                             Parents:  Greg and Louisa Bedwell  

 

Wes has an 18 head dairy herd which he totally owns and utilized for his Supervised Ag Experience Program.  The hard 
and ever demanding work of managing a dairy herd has instilled responsibility as a major attribute. He has shown dairy, 
swine, farm equipment restoration and woodworking at the Iowa State Fair.  Wes has also participated in Conduct of 
Meeting and Parliamentary Procedure as well as numerous community service projects such as Meals From the Heartland, 
Road Side Clean Up and the FFA Chapter Petting Zoo.  He will attend DMACC with plans to transfer to Iowa State 
University with a major in Ag Business.  He foresees continued development in precision agriculture and hopes to help 
farmers utilize this technology to improve production efficiency in the future. 
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Joclyn Bushman – Fort Alkinson, IA                            Parents:  Chad and Manon Bushman  

 

Extremely active in FFA Joclyn has served as her Chapter President, was awarded the FFA 2015 State Organic Award and 
the 2016 FFA Poultry Production 1st place gold at state.  After an accident involving pesticide Joclyn’s grandfather 
converted to organic farming.  Joclyn developed a passion for organic farming from her grandfather and takes great pride in 
this unique production.  She has served as the President of her FFA Chapter and as Winneshiek County Beef Queen.  She 
has exhibited steers, swine and horses.  She states, “Through FFA I have been inspired by so many people who gave me a 
passion to educate the public about common issues and advantages of farming.”  Joclyn will major in Ag Communication at 
DMACC with plans to continue on at Iowa State University.  
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$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Haley Carlson – Atlantic, IA                             Parents:  Michael and Patricia Carlson 

 

Haley has served as her chapter Reporter, Secretary and as a Southwest District Officer.  She has taken part in both the 
Iowa and Washington Leadership Conferences.  Other FFA activities include livestock judging, farm business management 
quiz, extemporaneous speaking and job interview.  Her SAE program involved meat goat production.  She has very 
successfully shown goats at the Iowa State Fair and earned several showmanship awards.  She indicates, “Exhibiting at 
one of the best state fairs in the nation is an incredible feeling that only can be experienced.  I hope that my career will 
someday lead me back to the Iowa State Fair as I advocate for American Agriculture.”  Haley will major in Agriculture 
Education at Iowa State University.  
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Abigail Galm – Spencer, IA                             Parents:  Paul and Brenda Galm 

 

Abby is a partial owner of 162 acres with her dad and sister.  She owns 18 head of breeding goats and six sows from which 
she produces her own animals to show very successfully at the local county fair and the Iowa State Fair.  Abby has served 
as her Chapter President and Vice President.  She has participated in FFA council, chapter website, program of activities, 
extemporaneous speaking, ag experience and farm safety.  She states, “The Iowa State Fair has been a huge part of my 
life.  It has helped teach me sportsmanship, herdsmanship and how to communicate with the public to portray a positive 
image of the livestock industry.”  With a brother with special needs, Abby plans to be an Ag Transfer student at Iowa Lakes 
Community College and transfer to Iowa State University in Ag Ed with a Special Ed endorsement. 
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Trey McCoy – Exline, IA                              Parents:  Scott and Jodie McCoy    

 

Trey has his Iowa FFA Degree and has served as his chapter Vice President and Reporter.  He has attended the State FFA 
Leadership Conference and the National FFA Convention.  His Supervised Ag Experience Programs have been his horse 
project and 1 acre of sweet corn for local sales the past two years.  He has gone to the state contest in Chapter Quiz and 
Greenhand Quiz.  Trey has also been the top salesman in the chapter fruit sales fundraiser and been recognized as one of 
the top 10 participants in his chapter all four years as a member.  At the Iowa State Fair he has been a grandstand usher 
and works with the Little Hands on the Farm program.  Trey is passionate about earning a 4-year degree though it will 
require hard work and dedication as he pays his own way. Trey will major in Ag Education/Special Education at Iowa State 
University. 
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Jared Myers – Colfax, IA                             Parents:  Steve and Jan Myers 

 

Jared has a passion for swine production developed from the past nine years raising swine as 4-H and FFA projects.  He 
has won several championships with his swine exhibits but is most proud of winning the county showmanship award at all 
three age divisions.  Jared has served as a chapter officer and been awarded the Star Greenhand and Star Farmer Award 
by his FFA Chapter.  He has very actively participated in livestock and soil judging.  He has attended the District Leadership 
Conference and the National FFA Convention.  His passion for swine has led to his little brother being involved; Jared has 
been his major mentor in learning about swine production.  With a chance to play football, he will major in Ag & Food 
Studies at Morningside.  He states, “In the future I want to assist Iowa farmers to produce cost effective nutritious food 
products while conserving our natural resources.” 
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$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Troy Rau – Stanley, IA                              Parents:  Steve and Melisa Rau  

 

Being involved in his family’s farming operation from a young age, Troy will enroll in Ag business at Iowa State University 
this fall. He hopes to return to northwest Iowa and continue his farming operation.  In addition to renting his own land and 
making all the management decisions, Troy has also purchased and exhibited commercial heifers at the local and state 
level.  He has served as President and Sentinel of his FFA Chapter and been awarded the Iowa FFA Degree.  He has won 
district and state awards in soil judging, livestock judging, farm business management and ag sales.  He has received the 
county beef and showmanship awards at all three age levels.  After graduation he wants to be a positive advocate for 
agriculture and to continue to work with youth interested in agriculture. 
 

$1,000 FFA/IFAA Foundation Scholarship 

Allison Wisgerhof – Van Meter, IA                            Parents:  Greg and Kathy Wisgerhof   

 

After traveling to a nearby school to attend Ag classes and to participate in FFA, Allison had the opportunity to help 
establish a new FFA Chapter at Adel-De Soto-Minburn High School.  Serving as the new chapter Vice President, she not 
only had numerous leadership opportunities but added responsibility to recruit and mentor younger members.  Involved with 
beef cattle, dairy and meat goats as well as poultry projects, Allison’s biggest passion has always been horses.  In addition 
to showing and rodeo activities at the local and state level, she has participated in hippology and horse judging.  Allison 
played a significant role in the planning and conducting of the ADM Chapter’s first Ag Day for 3rd grade students.  She 
indicated, “I really strive towards getting younger students involved and promoting the importance of agriculture in their daily 
lives.”  Allison will major in Animal Science, Pre-Veterinarian option at Iowa State University.  
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